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LiMTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JLSTJCE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Washington, D. C. 20535 
August 30, 1965 


MARTIN LDTHKR KING, JR . 

On August 29, 1965, the Reverend Martin Luther 
King, Jr*, President, Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC), was interviewed on CBS Television progran ’*Face the 
Nation'* at Washington, D. C* This news Interview was con¬ 
ducted by Lew Wood, CBS News Correspondent, Rowland Evans, 
Coluanlst, New York Herald Tribune Syndicate, and Martin 
Agronsky, CBS News Correspondent. 

At the outset Dr* King indicated he had been so 
busy with the Civil Eights Movement that he had not had a 
chance to write a letter to Ho-Chi-Mlnh* He Indicated he 
thiziks It Is very urgent to work relentlessly for a negotiated 
settlement of the dangerous and tragic conflict in Viet Nam 
and he wanted to use whatever concern that he could muster 
at this point to express his desire along with numerous 
people all ova* the world to bring an end to that conflict* 


Statements made during the program are substantially 
as follows. Questions asked by the above newsmen are Indicated 
by the letter *’Q’* and answers given by Dr* King are Indicated 
by the letter "A*** 
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A: 


Dr* King, many Negro and white civil rights 
leaders, also responsible men of our Govern¬ 
ment have Indicated their concern that by 
your use of your own prestige and the Civil 
Rights Movement to seek Independently a Viet¬ 
namese peace, you might end with weakening, 
dividing, and even negating the strengths of 
the Civil Rights Movement In this country* 

How would you respond to that criticism? 

I would certainly say I don't think this is 
true* First, I must make It edear that my 
expressions on the war in Viet Nam grow out of 
something much larger than participation In 
the Civil Rl^ts Movement. I happen to be a 
minister of the gospel and I take that ministry 
very seriously and In that capacity 1 have not 






«A£Txi umm 


mmrtiXj • jiricstly fipetlM tot • pr^tottc 
fVMttMi sod I BMst •v^r aaok to tolog tto 
proof prlaelploo of oor Jartolo-Orlotiaa 
torltof^ to boor on too social soils of oor 
Oa}* sad 1 bappes to fool ibat sar is oboolotc 
sod toot it amt bo mm\ into onondlng ilsbo tf 
so oontiaoe to oocalato tola oor «o sooo aeorer 
to plaosiBC too oboic of sookind to too abyos of 
seailUlatioo sad 1 sill oootiaoo to apeak sbeo 
I Soon it tlJK^ly sod o o o o ota ry so toio ioooo 
sot oa a oioil rights loader, t bavo no iotoetioa 
at toio poiat. for isotasco to eator Into toe 
peace otniggle I Ooo*t toiak so bare toe 
roooorocs or toe energy Ibo eieil rlgbto 
iosoes or«> otlll beforo no in a big anc ccrtalaly 
ooi^lox sa/ and se bave got to ooitc on that 
front but as a niniatorof too paapol and sac 
greatly eoaseror:! aboot toe saod for pooca la 
oor sorld and toe onrylvtl of saabiori 1 anat 
ooQtiinie to take a atanr' on tbia ie^uc 

Ir Clog yoQ saii a anooat ego toat you srre 
oo bosy with tJic Cioil kigbts Itorcnant you 
badn*t bad a cbaocc to srito your latter to 
■o-Cbi<-binb. toat la flotof to obaoge toat 
altnatien la toe nest foo oontbi; toy ooo't 
you eootiauc to be too buay slto the CItII 
bights llarcooat pariiaslarly sito toe trotoLe 
la toe aoribem citiaa 

1: I toisb sc bad certala aaiergeocy altuatlonc 
Oorialnly toe Loa Aagelea oltnatloa soa an 
csergQBcy sneb oorc than other oltsatioaa sc 
faced la toe post bo* 1 think so sill get a 
l6i-«p Iron toat and fxxM other oonditlonc; 
fron other oronts tost sill be toat osiaoorj 
in proportion 1 tblak toat as a rosolt of toe 
kiad oi let«sp tost se sill get at toat pdbt 1 
souLd haw a ebaskce to give nare thought am- a 
little sore tine to this is o so sf sritlng lottoKs 
to these leaders 

C tbv gocstion of the Logan Act shich prevent.; 

ordinary cltlaefv: outi»lctc of too CoverseK-nt tros 
ii(*gotletinc s^y interoatioosl relations ou 
bbni; oi ou^- country sccas? to enttr Into tolt. 
Quest ton >t IcVNt it h«i^ befCU broucftt o;> Ar<. 


n 
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MAHTXN jUmCEH 1IN0« JR 


you Kwaru oC %Ik Losao Rat and has It Infloanaad 
your daolBloa to vrlto lottora to Oo^Chl-Mloh 
and ao fortht 

At X ac aMu% of that Aat. 1 auat aa^ that «d)en 1 
Btntlonod tba faet that wtc&n I aaa eontaot^Xatlog 
aritlnc thaaa lattara 1 did not toow about tha 
Losan Act. After that It aaa aalled to ay 
attention* 1 haven't had a chanee to look at 
that Aet in all Its lagal ramifleations, 1 
have had one or two of ay lai^rare take a look 
at It and It aoeos to ne that the kind of thin^^ 
that X aao oonoemed about la do dlffereot froa 
an individual erltlnc an open letter on this 
laaue to the York Tliaes or other newapapers. 
i have no dealre to oagotlatc. 1 could not do 
it if X Kanted to« Ry «ffily eoneem la that there 
Kill be a negotiated eettlwaent and thle la the 
boole thine tliat 1 vUl say In the letters and 
I don't aec bov thin will conflict uit^i the 
Act because I vlli not t-e acekir.e to negotiate 
or. oy o». rj. 

Then you eon't do it in tha area of civil dla* 

obedience? 

AI iio, 3ir| X a» not eonte<aplatinc ariy civil dia- 
obedience at thla point* 

Q: Do you eontoaiplate (Olag yourself to Viet Man? 

At (1). to DOW I have not oontooplated Ming to Viet 
Ikun* 1 have been Invited aeverel tl»es to go 
with varloua grocs>3 but X have not been able 
anO I couldn't find the tliae to go. X don't 
have any plana to go at this tliae* Movr it depends 
Oil developments; aomething may occur that viii 
oauac me to feel that X abould reverse bqt polni 
of view and go but as It atanda ooe X don't 
have any plans. 


O 





K4KrXM LOniEK XINO, JB 


'm* — ij m f>^ im W4>^ VJVV d^WJivx *tt 

this •ountx7« the kMnlmXmt ^iecretai^ of i4ibor« 

Cooree woevor, who la Ilaa4 of the Bureau of 
International \ffairs In tha topartnent of Lalor« 
■ak*a another point Mpoti your eoneem about the 
Vletnsneae peace aituatlon. Be aaya that Aiaerleana 
idM bava ealled for peaoe talks eould give the 
Is^raosion that larac nunbers of Aaerlean paople 
art not behind the n^aldent'a Vletoaraeae policy 

Anj 4 eat Ar< #>>■% Mm 

«MMe wa^^4.v air«Ma«aw «a^ epeini i|^ ^ ww *e* « 

to aiacalculate our detemlnatlOG to fulfill 
our oocnlthenta to reelat acsi^Mlon and that 
that raault eoold be devaatatlng, 

Ai X think we nuat aay that part of the eacred herltasc 
of our oatiof) la a rl^ht ta^ca a stand on the 
basis of fr*eedoes of apea^ for what eooaclence 
tolls one la right. Bothlng eould be etore tragic 

• t ^jQmgr^ Sftj ?Oy Intll w 

to confuse dissent with disloyalty, I thini: i»c 
need creative dissent, Sven President Johnson 
has esalled for healthy debate on this Issue, be 
all iox>v that our freoldent has a vary difficult 
Joi at this point and Z an ^notha position now of 
affixing blsTio on our frealdent or on anybody. X 
Juat think the problara exist be solved because. 1 
$a eooceztieU about our ohlldrenj 1 mm oonceroed 
i^out dur 690 sx^ &ii %h£ V£9tr^&zn9&9 

ehlldran and people^ and 1 think that the only 
eouroe is to work with all the energy that we can 
develop to bring an end to that eonfliet, 

Qt Dr, lingj have you dlaeuaaed this queation In any 
degree with President Johnson? 

At Yes» I have talked with President JOhnuo?i, 

(it Poes President Johnson approve of this basic podtlcnV 


- i, - 



II^RXXN LUTH^ KINO, iR. 


At Of eouPMf thAre ai« Alffu^necs, FrA«ldent 
JoiinsoQ bAs Mde it olMtr that te fe«l« bt i« 
dolDA «bAt hm bM to do In the dtuatlOD and 
X am not self-ri^teoua at thla point, Ba can 
imderstaniS the aortal dllesma of those Who feel 
the naod of asealatlng the war ao that 1 4on*t 
foal that X oan stand with tjny prstanao and say 
that I have the an5>«ar, X ara ooljr saying that 
ny oooeam is so great that I an ollllns to 
taka a stand and oall for all of tha wdz4c that 
oan do to aolva this probXsa, 

Qt Hava you aver had any oneourag^aent aitbar frois 

tha Fresldant or fron Arthur Ck>ldbere, our Ambassa¬ 
dor to the United Nations# in the peace enterprise 
that you are now engaged Int 

A: I aust aay that President Johnson has not urged 
ae at any point to withhold ay statesoents# to 
oease ^peaking at this point, Hov:« 1 have not 
talked with Ambassador Qoldberg. I plan to tal:: 
with hint on Tuesday. Kc Invited me to talk with 
him about peace Ln general and about Viet Nam In 
particular and 2 plan to do that, 

Qt Have you a ^^clfie proposal to mske to him on 
how you aan bring about a negotiation? 

Ai X will be thinking about this for tm next day 
or two befoxe going# but at this point x donH 
have a specific proposal and as I said he invited 
ate to the nsetlng so he has probably done some 
thinking about it, I don't know the nature of the 
agenda at thla time, 

Q: Dr, King# X would like to ask you about the state- 
Bsnt that the Reverend James Bevel made at the 
time the President signed the Voting Rights Bill, 
fie said and x ^ote "that x signed the Civil Rights 
Hovement out of existence" upon signing that bill 
into law. ho you ac^^ •'Ith that? 





wuniM umssR xzk}« a. 
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At X don't know th* toa t n rt in itilok 9Xm tevnl 
ante tbnt ittt—fnt adA X did not taAnr 1 
noaXd not «nnt td to in nosltloa of ditoertoios 
with tto «d)olo cantoxt or his dtoUntnt* im 
tto molflc itttdrMtnf X ••rtoltOj don't fnol 
ttot tto Civil klAihto Novonmt too tou sidtod 
dui of oxistonoo* X «Uh X oould to ttot 
dptlnlotlo tocotmo m oil tofit to ooo tbio sro- 
tlom ooXvod tod ttot gioot doj 'dan tto trctber- 
tood of non i« ouoh n mnlitv ttot vo von't 
•voQ oood oivil vlcbto ofstoiootlons* tto foot 
to ttot inotood of oitolng tto n ow at out of 
•xiotoneo m toot fSioo tto toot ttot in tto noxt 
tot More VO vill to«o ooao tard problcns in 
olvll rishto ttot viU dtoand oil of our Mo e ni ro o a 
and Mooureoo of all of tto foroos of oaod vlU 
iu oar notlto» 

Qt Vould yoa oo u aormto ttoao problons) 

i: X tblnk wo otlll tovo problona in tto Souths 

tto pratloa inaplto of tto toot ttot no hove oado 
trtwondouo otrldoo in publie oeooaaodatiORO as a 
fosult of tto 196t Civil Xi^ta Xilllo moA froat 
atridoo tocauao of tto tOtinc ^12. of But 

logtolative aoto oon only dor loro rl£btd« ttoy 
otvor tborooebly dollvor tton. Vo tovo cot to 
fo out ond voztc tord to l»loQot ttoao tlUo* 

MOM ia otlll o sMot dw of bxvtality in non's 
inbuoanity to nan all aoroao tto douth* toople 
ano atlll tolog nardaMd, ttoy aro atill toioc 
abot. fianas and otaurotoa and ovoo autonobiioo^ as 
as VO Ba^<: in IHoaloaij^ 4*^ tto ottor day, are 
atlll baing bonbad ao na atlll taavo probloas in 
tto South idtlcb oa anat gnalOlo «ltb« X think 
in tto north tto problaas are avon noro difficult 
oroolooly baeausa tbay bavo not baon ao ovort in 
tto past bacauaa ttoy did not tovo lo^ atruoturos 
and tooauaa tbay voro aot out in tto opan. Xn 
tto area of aaployaaot vtilcb X aoo as ito nost 
difficult problac • tto oeonoole problem. Zn the 
area of bousing and In the area of acbools we az\. 
going to have aoiao tough and vary difficult pro* 
bloas* 
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Msrxi umm am, ir 


woa that cur Cof^itMat la iainj 

•fvxTtblnc poMlbla to mmt thoaa problaas^ 
it ia mmn af thawT 

At X Ittlnk am* fl ov a m aa n t lias a gxaai ooooam hara 
aaQ4 X aax^alnly think that XraalAaiot Jahnaon has 
mm a Moot adcslrabla and gvaat Job In the ai«a 
af aivll rlchta and that ha ondaratanda tfaa daytha 
and dlAanalona af tha pro^lm^ I don't think 
wa hava had a aora dlo^naot analjrals of the 
plight of tha hatro at thia hour tba»-i tha ap a ae h 
idileh ha gavt at ikward Itolvaraltr idiare ha aatn 
a^xt lata tha aagciog# dialnt49)grdtlQg faallp Ufa 
«dthln tha Maero aaenunltp and 1 think that the 
Ooaamaant la doing a good daal* X thit% it la 
oaoaaaaiir that aa ali aaaUaa that it la aacaaaa 27 
to aanaod aur alx^adx aslatlng progm» Slia 
ho^WP ty ProgratB aill ba noat halpful. tba adueatloo 
pfograo toe. these art areativa teglnnlDgs and 
aa need auch larger procroBs In tha acoooolc 
and aducatlonal araau. 

c|t pr^ King, I nant to cat into that apaaeh that 
tha frasldont aada at Howard Mraralt^* Hare 
you read the Hoynlhan (phonatle) ao 

aallad^ dbout tba H ag ro fanlly in tha aortherc 
dlty? 

At X hara read aaoatipts in tha aaaipapara« 

di It la a xathar aaneltlaa araa but in tha oMdstlcn 
of lUagitiaata tirthsj tha Hagro fivalUaa hare 
had a aary diffioult tiaa in tfaa North* 

(the diaeuaaloa than acntliuaa in ragard to 
bii^fa aontvol and population prOblana*) 

Qt Xthaa been nora than a aaak Br, ttng« alnoa you 
left thoaa of as idxo ware eorarlng your alait to 
i<oa Aogalaa^ Tou'ra had tiaa to raflact oo your 
Invaatlgatlona thera* Hava com up with 
any navi ideas as to rhy Los AngeXas happanec and« 
aaoondly* azw wa golnc to have iKora Los Angeles* 
before it la All over? 
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iMKm unm Etm, 


Ai lb Itea m about the atea* Z taavo Utad to 
stud; tho pipoblaa as tlioMcied^ •> sns ooold 
atudy tba pv^lsa In ttoc fma that Z vlaltod 
tben« Z m tljorsutfbSy oonvlxieod tbat tbo 
aeonoade problaa ia basic* M aoiiroo^ thane art 
other paocXaBie tat ooa oust not aoarloolc tbs 
test that of tha Seero aaoDla in Watts 
iMt^pao to mwt toon an aa y iloarad and the hsoalne 
aonditiana aart tad and achooZ aoodltlocks* All 
of this ia in tha atdst of a 0017 a aa lth y and 
baautlfaX aowmlty aa far aa bouali^ la oonoaroad* 
It «aa not >»st poWrtr^ tMt povartj in the 
■ddat of alanty> poaartir in the ald&t of an 
afflaant aodotj wd this arao da^ooad the 
fmatratlona of tha lagro aooaunit^* Z oust 
honaatl^ aay that iddlo Z would ta tha last om 
that would wnt to pradlet vtolooeoj toeause I 
aoii*t Ilka to talk alsont atolonoa • Z toato it 
ao Bu^ that X ilka to avoid talking about it • 
tut hwn o a ty lBg>ols no to atelt thot if thare la 
not a aasslve program on the part of the Federal 
Oovomaeot and local* atato* and city gov o mnants 
to inprova tha lot of the itagi:^ aasao^* we will 
find other ioa Angeloe* aituatiooo dev^cplnt in 
this aountry and avoo in aore aarloua proportions* 

Qt Br« King* leoklrwi; at the whole ipeetiue of the 
racial orlsls in this aouafcxY and In Zina with 
the otaerfwtloiwi which vou have Just aide about 
ether loa Angles*, what altles eoen to vou the 
■ost throatenad and hast the gxvataot ^teotlal 
to orupt ia tha a ann a r in idbloh Lorn ta^lae has 
Just dona? 

Ai z think alaoet anor of aur large aortbexv eltlea* 

X think etties like Hew Toik with its Harlsa* 
and Bodford-StuTvaeent* fhiiadolshla* Chicago* 
Hotroitj Clevelsjvd* and even Vamlnston* Z think 
are the root likely* 1 think ideahlogtoh oust 
ta included* fbeee are the «oet waerlous titios 
as far as potantlal atp l oelcos are ooneomad* 
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Qs Dr, Xine* VtJhineton^ D, C,> Ao you tJiinit 
tfeat this lA lintce<} to the <iuestioo of bone 
rule? Do you think that if Co%PtaA faila to 
Sive Voahin^on hone xvlo that 1^0 ooul£ 
proOuoo a aituatioo aijsilar to Loe Angalao# a 
■ajor orlalsT 

A: Yas« I oortaiuly t know froa 89 eonvarsatlons 
Mlth ounepc»i 8 paopl* in tbc Vraahlni^on eoacsunlty 
and bacauoa of a rae«it vlalt hare that there ia 
a deep foelins within the Vashlaston oowunity 
about the id)oie iaaue of hooe rule and it la 
really oonnectoi} td.th the whole Rl^ts to Vote 
Covenant all aeroaa the Soutli, I feci that 
Consreaa %mu 14 do our nation a srave injuatloe 
and act forth the oondltlona that aay brine 

Into beine an inrfortunate eoofXiCSeticn If aooe- 
thine l»n*t done soon to trine botac rule Into 
I «i • 

C: Pc you inteou. Dr, Ktr>t# to dra:»atlse your feeling 
t« arranging again a Dar^ on Vashii^on to brine; 
that hoise here? 

At If sooethii^ isn't dk>ne X oada it elaar to the 
Coeraittoe tdicn I was here that I would be id.IlinG 
to oooe back, nioy aaioad no to oocae back if 
thlnci* are not ohane^ or If aooething isn't doxte 
ty Congreas to deal with this issue and 2 aald 
that I would be willing to do it> 00 if In the 
tiext fe^v weeks we don't see home rule aoarglne^ 

Z think it will be necessary to dranatiee 
lasucj not In a snail aeoxb but in a stadslve 
ctaroh on V^iahlQctOQ, alallar to our taarch of a 
few years ago. 

Dr* Klngj after a hundred years the begro seems tc 
have gained his rights or they have at Xeaat 
legally been granted bi«. Ast Megr^a are 
asauzuinG theae rights with rasponsltillty but 
there are some x^eoerit evot-kta suck sii the Jxa 
Angeles riota and Hatches (phonetic) the otiicx* 
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KAKTXli wrmi JR. 


whftM It Is sXlsQeO Zeroes at s rmll:^ 
sboutsdf "JUIl for fresdota'^ and then there 
vare armed Metro gxvutf^s like the t»osfeons In 
l^oulalana* Tills ralsau the queatior. of a 
oevjofouod holdnessi even agcresolveness tonarCs 

^** w* vssa^ w 

groujp. Bave you eooal^red this protlam and 
does it represent a danocr to youT 


A: 


1 have eoneidezad this problet£« aatuxally. I 
have coonltted myself to a {hllosophy of i>on> 
violence and 1 believe it is a phlloaophy )4ilch 
is Dost practically iound as well as norelly 
excellent, X don't think ee help ourselves ty 


violence of a riot or the retaliatory violence 
In a aouthem situation^ but X do feel that \>c must 
understand the oondition that brings this kind 
of violence Into telnc. Kev I Sis so conccrtxjc’ 
au>ut it that I plan to double or triple ray 
efforts around tt>c country to try to get over the 
meaning and pov^cr of oon-violenoe, X thinlt 
that aany people will fall to understand that non- 

t -I. 

vwkSAsc^ u«KjiM.sw a/A 


eoetrdlee. It is a positive and po;«rful inethod 
and X plan to go into eooaunltles all over ttJis 
oountxy to try to eel this over. 


This doeurient contains neither 
recoornendations nor eoDCluslona of 
the yi.1. It is the property of 
the FBI and la loaned to your agency} 
it an*^ its eontents az« not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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Tolsor, _ 

Bf irr.on* _ 

Mohr _ 

De-Loor^ . 

Cosp<?f _ 

Collar or . 
Cor.r-j- _ 




JO^ ^ /O (dG'/O 





Your letter of August 25th, with enclosures, was 
received during Mr. Hoover's absence; however, you may be sure 
it will be brought to his attention up<m his return. 

1 know he would want me to thank you for making your 
observations available and assure you that your communication will 
be made a matter of record in our files. 


K 


rn 


of interest. 


1 am enclosing some material which we hope will b ^]0 rvj) 

— i- 
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Sincerely yours. 
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Enclosures (2) 

Our Heritage of Greatness 

Let's Fight Communism Sanelvl 
1 - Chicago - Enclosures (oj ■' 

1 - Mr. Sullivan - Enclosures (3) 
See Note next page. 

KLSidk (5) 


Helen W. Candy , v:v\' 

Secretary 
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Enclosures (2) 

Our Heritage of Greatness 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 

NOTE: We have had limite^orrespondenc^w^ 
on the UCR mailing list as|HH|||HH||||||^^ 
her 1953 UCR was retume^mcBmeo^^^^^^^ 


She was 
but was deleted when 


Assistant Director Sullivan met her during a lecture / 

engagement in Chicago on 9-23-60. He stated that she impressed him I 
unfavorably as a promoter and as an opportunist. I 

By letter dated 10-11-60 to Mr. SulUvan she advised him | 
that she had written a book on communism which she was having difficult^ 
in publishing. She suggested that a preface by Mr. Hoover or a word to * 
his publisher might help. By letter 10-25-60 she was advised that this ^ 
would not be possible. 

Bufiles also reflect that in 1943 she was listed as a member 
of the Midwest Regional Office of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee 
which was communist controlled. 

There is no record of 

We have had prior cordial correspondence with Henry Regner^. 
The last outgoing was 7-23-62 (large blue). There is nothing derogatory. 

In 1954, Henry Regnery Company of Chicago published "Tie 
Techniques of Communism” by Louis F. Budl'enz formerly a prominent mem¬ 
ber of the CPUSA.. In his book he discussed the communist technique of i 
exploiting prominent individuals to further communist dl^ctives. / 

ould not be Identified in Bufiles. I 

Ralph Helstein is well known to Bufiles. / 
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ItT* J. Edgar Hoover, 

tr Ti T 

?;e.shingtcn, 25, D.o, 


CHZCAJO hV . 

Aug 25-1965\l L * ’ 

WBlM \i 




I, k.X - X 


Tear ‘ir* Hoover; » 

I have beer* T/riting and lecturirig against CcnjmvmisE 
since 19U6, per cy brochia'e attached* By FC“^seuting and interview¬ 
ing refugee patriots I have trair^ed zcj'self and others to understand 
CccBunisj ”in jyactice”* 

I also have a basic librarj’’ on Cooimunian. In the 
book "TECHNIQUES CF cas.rJl{SIN’' published by Kerry Regnery in 195U 
there is a chapter on the challenge cf ComnuniaL vs the Negro. 

I am fimOy convinced that COiaoJIflSL! IS BEHIND 
THE RIOT IK IDS ANGELES and also behind these other Red-type 
negro deraonstrationsi ^ 

aking to s;^' gardener 

he said that he irarked T^^fflStiJ^utB^^ang 
„ years ago* At that time Itr* King was the Steward for the C.I.O 
Packinghouse worl^rs at SVsIPT & GO* Eut that even then, he was 
a notorious AGITATOR i Ho said that he was sure that lir. King 
obtained his Ph'.dV from some anall negro college on an HOIKE^^ 
EASIStf^hat he never earned it* He also is sure that kart in 4 *,/ / 7 

j L uther Kinu is no KINISTER* (That also is asw^med*) /e>c ~ 

I a2'e''aware, the Reds always build up their puppets* ' 
also mentioned that Mr* King worked closely with ^r* 

Holstein, also knowii as a notorious Russia-Ccnmiunlst lov^i^ r-n 2 19h5 

IjT-* - -A-i-n **.*^^-- ^ 4 ^ i-u.. 

^tfJLlA X9 1 -* J a\/ Wic ~ ' 

office of the C.I.O. Packinghouse ’barkers at 606 S bearbam dt* / 

'.VE 9-53U3* I’ti sending a copy to your FBI in Chicago, They might 1 P 
like to obtain more data on the King cf r^groes, who in ny opinion / 
is behind all this unrest — and may be in line to become another ^ / i 
T-<XT/-IT r>-'T7T)r'^«lStrO for the U.S.A. /^T>T3J»».Pr>%JIJ 
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indicaU‘d, explain this deletion. 



DeleUni under exemption(s)_ 

material available for release to you. 
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lH Information perUnned only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your rt^quest. 

HU Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 
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Memorandum 

Mr. Mohr 
C. D. DeLoach 
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DATE 8-14-65 

/'•'.LI"" ■■ "j. 

I URL. i • 


' ■ M 
( I % L ' 


15.5^ 


SPEAKER JOHN MC CORMACK Ub'7J^ 

BRIEFING RE MARTIN LUTHER KING ty -^ ^ 

SATURDAY, 8-14-65 / / V/ 

AT 2 P.M. p, 



At his request, and with the Director’s approval, I briefed 
Speaker John McCormack regarding the background and activities of Martin 
Luther King today in the Speaker's rooms. 




. f 
/ 
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J 


e briefint 



lasted approximately 45 minutes. It covered King’s 
^as well as his connections with members of the 
;ommunist Party; Ihe identity of the members of the Communist Party who 
have had control over and association with King were brought out. The latest 
incident in which King has advised the press that he will write a letter to 
General Ho Chih Minh of the North Vietnamese, in an attempt to establish 
himself as a "peacemaker” was related to Speaker McCormack. The communists' 
efforts back of this incident, and those individuals perpetrating the incident were 
mentioned. 


Speaker McCormack was quite calm about the entire briefing. He 
stated he had heard much in the way of rumor previously; however, he wanted 
to know if the information he had received was accurate. He stated he now 
; recognized the gravity of the situation and that something obviously must be done 
I about it. He inquired as to whether the President knew these facts. I replied in 
I the affirmative. 

The Speaker stated that he thought that ’’Edgar Hoover did not 
dall King a notorious liar for nothing." He stated he now recognized why the 
Director branded King as he did. He added that he was in complete sympathy 
with the Director taking this action. 

The Speaker spoke lengthily concerning the desperate need to 
\ educate Negroes today with the fact that they cannot defy the law and get away 


ContinuedrTr; 


• with it. 

1 - Mr, Belmont 
1 - Mr. Sullivaft 
1 - Mr. Jones'^ 

CDD:mm 

;(5) . 



REC,: , 


tOo- louro-/.^ 


1 19.0 


UNRECORDEO qdpx ^ 



C. D, DeLoach to Mohr Memo 
RE: SPEAKER JOHN MC CORMACK 


Speaker McCormack asked that his and Mrs, McCormack’s 
best regards be given to the Director. He also asked that the Director be 
advised of his appreciation for affording him the above-mentioned briefing. 

ACTION: 


For record purposes. 




BE:mivD S. LEE V. CU'.rvEHCE M. KLLLF/i, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMDEN 7G-11G5 


soutiie:'.:! c’^thsti/;.': 

• U L/Vj vC: 1 Vji!. t’l* 

CIVIL actio:-: i-:u.n:r. 


].EADE:tSi:iP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
.E.y, ET AL (U.S.O.C., D.C.) 

■: 76-1180 


Unrecorcpf' serial Oated ^~?/C~^3 pulled frori this file 
under coui’t order of U.S.^ District Jun^^e Joh-iri I.evis 
Sinitii, Jr., and sent to National Archives, 




RE; 


BER^^AUD S 
(U.S.D.C, 


LEE V. CIJi'.iJZi’CE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 
D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-11.C5 


SOUTNEKi; CHiaSTIAi: 
V. CI AKENCE KELL 

CIVIL actio:: 


LEADERSHIP COIMEP.EMCE (SCLC) 
EY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
76-1186 


Ur!rdco?"c]6d S6TVr,\I dct-f^cl pulled iiDroT.i Ui^is i5.lc; 

uricier court order of U.S. District Jucl^e John j^evis 
Snxth, Jr., and sent to Nutional Aichi'/es. 





BEKMARD S. LEE V. Cj>..;El’CE H. KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 7o-1185 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIA: 

\ r % r 

' • ii« l\(-» 


CIVIL ACTION NLRM. 


:: ]."ADF'.(sr.iF cohferen 

LLRY, ET AL (U.S.O.C. 
NNl 7A.1186 


CE (SCLC) 

, D.C.) 


Unrecorded scf'ial dated oj'^^jCsS nulled fron thir file 
under court order of U.S. D-.'U-.r?ct John Levis 

Smith, Jr., and sent Lo NaLiona’ /vichjves. 


» 

% 




RE: 


EERI'iARl) S. 

(U.S.D.C., 


REE V. CLARE.'.CE I!. KELLEV, ET AL. 
D.c.) CIVIL ACTic:: 7 C>-iis5 


souti:e’'«:: ciiniST 

V. clalilI'XS i;. 
CIVIL ACTioy. i:u 


TAM LF.ADEASniP 

-F-^T T r A r 

4 \ J . Lj - J y «!--•* 4-ki^ 

.:AF.A 76-I1S6 


CGEFEREVCE (SCl.C) 
(U.S.D.C.» r;,C.) 


Serirl/7y/ nvllv'^fl fron this file under court order of 
U.S. district Jud^e Jo’.in Leuis Snith., Jr., and .y.nt to 
National 7irciiivcs. 



I^ELLEY, EX AL. 
iruiX.'E.l 7G-1385 



I 

t 

i 

I 



p,E: BERNAiU) S. LEE V. 

(’J.S.D.C., D.C.) 

m 

SOUTI ■ Er.E Ci IRI STT R. 
V. cLAr.E'ECi:: i:. 

CIVIL actio:-: 

Serir.l/7-i^E'pvllocl fro-:i this 
L.S. Listrlcu Judfjc John i.e' 
i'^atlonal Archives, 


■cLAr.E;':cE 
CIVIL actio:: 


LEADEhS'JTP 

hL:-:v, et al 

T'.- 76-1186 


COhFELEiXE (SCLC) 
(U.S.D.C., D.C.) 


Jiilo under court order of 
■is Snltl'., Jr., and .sent to 


1 

I 

■i 

i . 

I 

1 

I 

\ 

I 

t 



RE; 


BERNARD S. LEE V. 'CLARENCE 1!. KELLEY, ET AL. 
(’J.S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL actio:: NEiKE.I 7C)-1]S.; 

QOU'^i’DE'N CilRISTTAN LF./'.DERvSin P CONFEaEI'CE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE N. ::ELLEV, ER AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION i:U..r.ER 76-l,lS6 


SerlrlJ"/^'] pvlipfi from t’lis file iinrlcr court order 
U.S. Distr'-ct Jud'io John Le’vis SnJ.tl., Jr., and sent to 
National /vrehivos. 
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In Reply, Please Rejer to 
File So. 


L.^tTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

* 

'< EDERAL BUREAU OF I N VEST! OPTION 


Charlotte, Ncrtn Carolina 
A'^ciist, 2U, 1963 


cany aavise 


crrr.n'Jic^ tai; L.ITKER KING. -Jr., was to 

■ ■ " ■* f.M., on 21 , 1963, to address the Oonference. 

advised ir.^t he WaS ro* itylr-g. local law enforcement 
icers^^vering MontreEt, North v. iro 1 ina . 


On August 20 , 1963, Special Agent 

Halel 



North 
arolIna; 
harlotte, 

states 


KinoVilie, B- 

North 'arolina highway Patrci, Asneville, North Carolina, 
advised of Sucject's plan.s to appeal' s' the Presbyterian Assembly, 

K':-'h r-.-at, 'a:< l i'-.a, 21, I 965 . 

Ir. A^ust ?j., ..9Ch, vised that KIt'IG arrived 

at Asheville, .V'.-rth Irrcu.--.:, ^^^f^^^^^jpproximately 1 F.M., that 
day, traveling in a tl-ssr.a Kir.:r.^ft. which had been chartered from 
Alrcraf: C.harte, Jnccrpr. rated. A'.i&'.n^.a, lecrgla. He stated that 
KIN- appeared as 1 speaker lair re the Presbyterian Christian Action 
Ci; oference at I’'?ontreat from 2 1 .!A. to 3'30 P,M., that date, and 
ieit Ashevilj.e, North laroili'.a, -airport at approximately 3^10 P.M., 
2x, i963i for return t<; A/ianta via same method of travel. 
r^‘ stated th'-t no Inrid^nts arose as a result cf KINl's appearance 
^' t he C(- nf er e; < e , 


Tell D'aT' 3 NBirdEP Fill JM^S;^i■DAlJONS NOR 
Cl’f''; ;Si-. NS ...F 3 .-5 FBY . . 1 : 1;. JHE rROPER-n' i'-F THE FBI 

hto 3 s : ‘ ,r . :? a s-v;/; ir anl. 1:3 contenis are not 

•j 5£ r-:sr-''Jrvi’f.:j oirons y y a.-mk. 


ENCLOSURE 
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F B I 
Date: 


8 / 23/65 


Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIR MAIL 


r 


(Priority) 




TO; 

'from: 


i 


MARTIN LUTHER 
SM - C 

00 ; Atlanta 



DIRECTOR, FBI {IOO-IO667O) 

SAC, LOS ANGELES ( 100 - 57229 )(p) 
ItlNG, JR. 


01- 


- I 

Re Los Angeles alrtel and letterhead memorandum 
(LHM) dated 8/19/65 and Los Angeles teletypes to Director o /P 
and Atlanta dated 8/19/65 and 0/20/65. * ■' 


Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are eight 
copies of a LHM with tv;o copies enclosed for Atlanta, 


O ^ 
ii/C. - 

u, 


CO ^ 

^ /i' ' 

£5'^ V.:::' 






- 

3 -Bureau (imcls. 8 )(am-kM) RtC -47 // 

2 -Atlanta (IOO-55S6) (Enel. 2 )(Rri) ' 


2 -Los Angeles 
-R AF^JllF 


ice & cc l,mf 

... 

1 Agent in Charge 


Sent 


16 AUG 25 1965 

_Per 








LMTED STATES DEPARTMENT JUSTICE 



in Hrply^ Plmse Ke/er to 
FUe ^o. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF IN VEST J G ATI ON 

Lo£ Angeles, California 
•August 23 , 1965 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSlPtED 
DATE \-r^l 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 



Reference is made to the letterhead memorandum on 
captioned individual dated August 19 , 1965, at Los Angeles, 
Cal if ornla. 



advisee 

on August ly; 1905, thetu Kii^wyy "ELllsuuiyu lo meet with 
Los Angeles Mayor Samuel Wr-'^rty and Police Chief William H. 
Parker around noon on August I 9 , I 965 , for a conference. 



The- "Los Angeles Times,'' a daily Los Angeles 
metropolitan nev.’spapei'-, home edition, for" August 20 , I965, 

Part 1, Page 1, carried an article captioned "King assailed 
by Yorty after Stormy Meeting." The article stated that 
Mayor Yorty, Police Chief Parker, and nine other persons, not 
identified, but described as mainly civil rights figures and 
aids to Yorty and Parker, held a two hour and A 5 minute meeting 
v;lth King in Mayor Yorty's office on August I 9 , 1965. 


Mayor Yorty was quoted as stating after the conference 
that King had performed"a great disservice to the people of 
Los Angeles and the nation." Yorty critlcl'zed King for "talking 
about lawlessness, killing, looting, and burning in the same 
context as our police department." The Mayor staunchly defended 
Parker against Dr. King's suggestion that many Negroes want 
Parker to resign. 

The article quoted Bayard Rustin (below), a deputy 
to Dr. King who attended the meeting as stating that som.e of 
the participants used "crude" language and that the longest and 







MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
SECURITY MATTER - 



> 


most heated debate concerned King's demand for a civilian 
police review board. Another official present, not Identified, 
stated that much of the argument at the conference "was over 
unfounded charges of police brutality," 

Yorty was quoted as stating, "l don't think that 
It's wise for Dr. King to try and simplify all the complex 
Issues that led to the riot and personify them In Chief Parker" 
and that Dr. King "shouldn't have come here," 

King was quoted as stating that the rioting had 
an economic cause and this could be alleviated If Mayor 
Yorty could obtain sufficient anti-poverty funds. 

King stated that Yorty and Parker would not 
permit him to visit arrested rioters In Lincoln Heights 
Jail, and he suggested that Yorty should tour the Watts 
area so that residents could tell him personally of 
their grievances. Mayor Yorty stated that he refused 
to let Dr. King visit the Jail because he did not v;ant 
to set off a prison riot. 


King was quoted as stating that an independent 
police revlev; board could "do a lot to ease tension by 
investigating specific charges of brutality." Yorty stated 
that a police revlev; board would tend to duplicate the present 
five member police commission which, he noted, includes a 
Negro, a Mexican-American, and a Jew, Yorty was further 
quoted as stating even If Parker wanted to resign he would 
refuse to accept the resignation. 


1965, that 



'advised on August 19 < hl(i. 
lad planned to visit the Watts area of '^ 

Los Angeles where the rioting centered again on the afternoon 
o^Augus^^^^l 96 ^. but for some reason canceled his plans. 
■B||||||M not know the reason but surmised it 

^^n^iav^oeer^ecause of the prolonged conference King had 
with Mayor Yorty and Chief Parker that day and that time did 
not permit. 
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HARTIII LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - C 

^lllllllllllllllllllllll^^ further on August 

1965,that^neproposedmeetlng between King and Los Angeles 
labor leaders on August 20, 19 ^ 5 , was not held. Bayard Rustin 
had hoped to arrange such a meeting but it did not materialize. 
Apparently time^i^^ia^jggm^^arranging such a meeting on 
short notice. fl|H|||HpHHHmHpMid not know the identity 
of the labor leaaers that King naa hoped to meet with. 

The "Los Angeles Times," home edition for 
August 21, 1965, Part 1, Page 4, carried an article 
"L. a. Lacks Leadership on Rights, King Says." 

The article quoted Dr. Martin Luther King as 
stating at a press conference at the International Hotel, 

Los Angeles, on August 20, 19^5, that he had failed to 
find any "statesmanship and creative leadership" to resolve 
the situation in South Los Angeles* riot-torn district. 

When asked whether he was referring to Mayor 
Yorty and Governor Brov:n, King replied, "l think the governor 
has been moving in a forthright and committed v.'ay but I am not 
going to get into any name calling." He added he had not seen 
on the city level the kind of "sensitive and determined 
leadership capable of solving the problem." 

King stated that he had been in contact v;lth the 
White House on the morning of August 20, 1965, and had an 
appointment to talk to President Johnson by telephone that 
night from Atlanta about the Los Angeles situation. 

King was further quoted as stating, "There are 
serious doubts that the white community is-in any way concerned 
or willing to accommodate their needs. There is a growing 
disillusionment and resentment (by Negroes in the Watts area) 
tov;ard the Negro middle class and the leadership it has produced. 

Kln^ was further quoted as stating that the Negroes' 
fight is for "dignity and work, and this is the reason why 
the issues of police brutality looms so high. The slightest 
discourtesy on the part of an officer of the law is a depravation 
of the dignity which most of the residents of Watts came North 
seeking." 



MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
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King was further quoted as stating, "There is a 
unanimous feeling among Negroes that there is police 
brutality." King added that while most Negroes want Police 
Chief Parker removed he had not heard any recommendations 
for a replacement for Parker. 


A source, v/ho has furnished reliable Information 
in the past, advised on August 20, 1965, that at his press 
conference on that date King had also stated that he felt 
that the underlying cause of the riots in Los Angeles were 
basically economic and grew out of the depths of despair 
of the Negro. This source further advised that the riots 
In Los Angeles were of national significance and that while 
these riots constitute a "crisis" for the non violent 
movement he still felt that the majority of people in the 
V/atts area maintained an attitude of non violence. 

hiXp) 

advised on August 2Q 
1965, that King and his aid, i!?Ynard Lee, departed Los 
Angeles at approximately 3:05 p.m. on the afternoon of 
Au-ust 2G, 1 ^ 65 , Ly Delta Airline Flight 80 A, v.’hich was due 
tc arrive at Atlanta, Georgia, at 9:52 {on the same date). 



'in 'The Saturday Evening Pos^' Issue of 
July 11-lS, 1964 , page 76 , Eayar^aM^ustln Is the 
subject of a feature article captioned: "The Lone 
Volf of Civil Rights." In It, Rustln is said to ' 

have come to Nev; York In 1933, as ar organizer for 
the Young Communist League (YCL), and as such, he 
had the Job of recruiting students for the "Party." 
FYirthermore, the article reports that during his 
first years In Nei-; York. Rustln gave most of his 
earnings to the "Party. ' He reportedly left the 
"party" in 19^1, the article states. 


The YCL has been designated pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 

The "Daily V/orker," February 11, 1957, 
page 1, column 2, reported that Bayard Rustln, 
Executive Secretary, k'ar Reslsters League, was 
an observer at the l6th National Convention of 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


the Communist Party, United States of America 
(CP, USA), held In New York City, on February 9“12, 

1957. 

The "Dally V/orker" was an East Coast 
Communist publication until It ceased publication 
on January 13, 1958. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and Is 
loaned to your agency; It and Its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 



r.E: 


BEENAl’l) S. L:'E V. CLAiVEECE '.1. 
(U.S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTIO : 

cioU'ri’Fr.r’ C'lBISTIAM LEADELSIITF 
V. CLAUE'ACE i;. r.El.LEV, ET AL 
rTvn Ar.i'io;-; InUALLA 76-1186 


iCELLFA', ET AL. 
iruiL.'C'.'. 76-1185 

COMFEEEi:CE (SCJX) 
(U»S.D.C., D.C.) 


ScrlAl/77^pvllefI fro'\ this 
U.S. district Judc-c Joan Lev 
National Archives. 


file unJer court orJer of 
is Snj.tl’.I Jr., anJ sent to 
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attention i^)on his return. I know he would want me to thank you lor 
furnishing your views.cone:' : '' 1 , ; 




i; .n 


C 7 


Your letter of August 20th was received in Mr. Hoover's 


Enclosed is some literature which it is hoped will be 
of interest to you. 



Sincerely yours, 

Ll- • 


Helen W. Gandy 

(pt> 7^ 

Enclosures (2) 

Secretar>’ 



Wtl_ ^ _ _ W A Al^ 

1 nomas «!• uoua s speecn £^zo^x>o 
Excerpt from FBI Appropriations Testimony, 3-4-65, 
* j on Communist Party, USA 

^OTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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TRUE COPY 



Fair Oaks Calif- 



Mr J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington. D. C. 

Dear Mr Hoover: 






6c> 


^ 7 ^ 


We all know I do have the right to Spend My. openion I will 
do So in this letter. Nevertheless I am certain your openion 
is Much better than Mine but I Can Spend My openion More 
freely than you ^j^ld this is My openion: 


Martin Luther King is the Bissyest Communist in the United 
States this day. I think he is the Biggest lier in the United States. 
I think he has the Best cover up than any Communist has. he is a 
So called Preacher, lots of white People fall for the line he has. 
he can talk one way to President Johnson one way. and the Negro 
Leaders another In My openion. the Negro trouble will Never be 
Settled untill Martin Luther King is Sloped. I am Sure you have 
Summarized his Record and you Know him better than anyone and 
it could be that your openion is Parallel with Mine. 


lets remember, the Big Negro trouble did Not Start, untill 
Martin Luther King Started, and got his Name on the front Pages of 
the Papers. I am for civil rights but the Negro who wont lie is in 
the Cemetary. I had at one time over one hundred Negroes Employed, 
and I had over one hundred Liers. 


PS- 



1 TC 8-26-65 

ACK 8-27-65 
DTP;rsp 


/s/ 

hl(c) 


yours very Sincerely 



veniy two years oi age. 


I think his chance ol 
Staying under cover 
is Extra good 
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F B I 

Date: 8-23-65 


Transmit the following in 

ARITEL 

Via _ 


(' 


in piaintext or code) 

AIRMAIL ^ 


(Priority) 




TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 


SAC, OKLAHOMA CITY (100-7259) -Ri/C ~ 
MARTIN LUTHER^INC, JR, 





SM - C 
00: Atlanta 

Re Oklahoma City teletype to Director 8-21-65. 

Enclosed herewith to the Bureau are 5 copies of 
a LHM concerning captioned individual. 


Atlanta. 


Two copies of the LHM are being furnished to 


Special Agents observing arrival of Braniff 
Airline Flights 982 and 152, at W^^^RogersAirport at 
.Oklahoma City oil 8-21-65 w^e SAlHlllllll^^and SA 

b7fij 

No additioi^al investigation being conducted, 



, 5' - Bureau (Enc. 5f(RM) 

2 - Atlanta (Enc. 2)(RM) 

1 - Oklahoma City 

JAG:TK 

(d) 

AGENCY: ACSl. ONI.'OSliT^BC. "SWC.: 
DEPT: ISD, CRDPTM^) 

DATE FOr.*”:__:_-L-- 

HOW FOllW:_^ 

: -r-XBY:__ 

Icc « « LHM 
808 RE 




16 AUG 25 T9G5 


A 




jC'O 

4 - 



Approved: 

'z 1 • ■ 


C\r^ \ 

/ t' 


7 (V\\ 


§peCia! Agent in Charge 
^ ‘J 


Sent 


. M Per 





r P 

























MAPwTIN LUTHm KING 






bove information was furnished tt 

oma^City, Oklahoma Police Departmeni 

Will Rogers Airport Police Force, 
ugtist isir; 1965. 


The arrival of Braniff Flights 152 and 982, at 
Will Rogers Airport, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, on August 21, 
1965, was obsei’ved by Special Agents of the FBI, and Martin 
Luther King was not observed as a passenger on these flights. 
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FILES,. BUREAU 100-438794 AND NEW YORK 100-149194. 
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RE NE^YORK TELETYPE AUGUST FOURTEEN , SIXTYFIVE CAPTIONED MARTIN 

LUTHER KING JR, AivD RACIAL SITUATION, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, RM.^'^ . 

_ - J 



ADVISED THAT BAYARD RUSTIN 
CONTACTED ROY WILKINS OF NAACP AND ADVISED KIM THAT THE PRESIDENT WANTS 


Ser 

% 

.c 


A. PHILIP RANDC'-PH TO BE CHAIRMAN OF THE NOVEMBER SEVENTEENTH CONFERENCE. ^ 
--- b 


WILKINS SAID HE HAD OTHER PLANS FOR THE SEVENTEENTH. BAYARD SUGGESTED 
WILKINS BE IN TOUCH WITH THE WHITE HOUSE AND THEM KNOW, WILKINS SAID 
HE WOULD CONSIDER IT A PRIVILEGE TO TAKE PART IN A CONFERENCE WITH 
RANDOLPr. AS CHAIRMAN. WILKINS SAID YOU COULD NOT HAVE WHITNEY YOONg/ 


HIMSELF, JAMES FARMER OR MARTIN LUTHER KING AS CHAIRMAN ANdN JSTIH AGREED. 

,C ^ ^ ' P • ’2 v' AUG 20 19S5 
■A - • . 


END ONE 


A 






.V: 


■ I r, o ~ ic\r ■■ 

f T-«/-irxri 


60 StP 2 ISSf) 


NOT recorded 

183 AUb 24 I96i 


I! ■ 
{• ' 


PAGE TWO 


RANDOLPH , SAID WILKINS, IS RIGHT MAN. RUSTIN SAID HE WILL CONTACT 
RANDOLPH AS HE HAS TO LET THEM KNOW ON MONDAY/AUGUST SIXTEEN, SIXTYFIVE/. 
RUSTIN AND WILKINS AGREE THAT WHITNEY YOUNG WOULD ALSO RECOMMEND 
RANDOLPH AND TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR SUCH A RECOMMENDATION. RUSTIN THEN 
TOLD WILKINS THAT A NUMBER OF BAPTIST MINISTERS WHO HAVE DONE NOTHING 
LOS ANGELES/RIOTS/ are PUTTING ALL KINDS OF PRESSURE ON MARTIN KING 
TO COME TO LOS ANGELES, RUSTIN SAID KING IS GOING TO PUERTO RICO BUT 
HAS TICKETS FOR GOING TO LOS ANGELES ON HIS WAY BACK. RUSTIN SAID KING 
WILL DO NOTHING BUT CREATE MORE CONFUSION AND EMBARASS HIMSELF 
AND WILKINS AGREED. WILKINS SAID IF KING DID ^ GO TO LOS ANGELES, 

HE WOULD ONLY BE REGARDED AS AN AMISARY SENT TO QUIET THEM. WILKINS 
SAID HE DID NOT INTEND TO GO TO LOS ANGELES AT THE MOMENT. WILKINS 
FELT A STATEMENT SnOULD BE ISSUED AFTER THE RIOTING IS OVER.L'if 

RUSTIN THEN SAID HE WILL TELL KING THAT HE FELT HE HAS TALKED WITH 


RANDOLPH, 


:L30H2, JOHN MORCEJLL^-PH/ AND WILKINS AND THAT IS OUR 


CONSIDERED VIEW HE SnOULD MAKE NO MOVE TOWARD GOING TO LOS ANGELES 


AND ALSO THAT WILKINS IS CONSIDERING DRAWING UP A STATEMENT SIGNED BY 
ALL CIVIL RIGHTS LEADERS WHEN IT IS FELT IT WILL BE MOST USEFUL. CW J 


SND PAGE TWO 



4 


PAGE THREE 

RUSTIN SUBSEQUENTLY TALKED TO MAX SCHACTKAN . RUSTIN RELATES THAT HE 
CONVINCED RANDOLPH TO HONORARY CHAIRMAN AT A WHITEHOUSE CONFERENCE AND 
THAT THE WHITE HOUSE WOULD LET HE, RUSTIN, "STAND IN" FOR RANDOLPH IN 
ALL PLANNING. RUSTIN SAYS RANDOLPH WENT TO THE WHITE HOUSE AND TOLD 
THE PRESIDENT THAT HE RELUCTANTLY WOULD TAKE IT /THE CHAIRMANSHIP/ 

BUT HE WOULD HAVE TO HAVE SOMEONE CLOSE TO HIM DO ALL THE WORK. 

RANDOLPH WAS ABOUT TO .•;£NTION RUSTIN AND LEE WHITE, PRESIDENTIAL AID 
TURNED TO THE PRESIDENT AND SAID MR. PRESIDENT, THE VICE PRESIDENT 
AND I FEEL THAT OF THE THIRTY PEOPLE WHO COME TO THE WHITE HOUSE THE 
ONLY PERSON WHO REALLY MADE A GREAT DEAL OF SENSE WAS A MR. RUSTIN, 
RUSTIN SAID then PRESIDENT SAID" OH THAT IS THE MAN WHO LEAD THE MARCH 
ON WASHINGTON." AND WHITE SAID ,"MORE IMPORTANT MR. PRESIDENT, HE IS THE 
MAN WHO WROTE TKE ARTICLE "FROM PROTEST TO POLITICS," WHICH I LAID ON 
YOUR /THE PRESIDENT-S / DESK IN PREPARATION FOR ONE OF YOUR SPEECHES." 
RUSTIN ^-.ID, HE /THE PRESIDENT/ SAID "YOU KNOW I AM VERY HAPPY TO ACCEPT 
MR. RUSTIN IF MR. RANDOLPH WOULD LIKE TO HAVE HIM." RANDOLPH SAID 
RUSTIN IS EXACTLY THE PERSON HE WAS GOING TO MNAME. RUSTIN SAID THE 
REASON HE IS CALLING IS THAT LEE WHITE WANTS RUSTIN RUSTIN TO HAVE ON 
WHITE-S DESK BY FRIDAY /AUGUST TWENTY, SIXTYFIVE/ A LIST OF PEOPLE I 
WOULD PROPOSE FOR THE COMMITTEE TO RUN THE CONFERENCE. RUSTIN SAID HE 
WANTS TO GET A GROUP TOGETHER TO TALK ABOUT HIS IDEAS, RUSTIN SAID HE 
WANTS THE CONFERENCE TO DEAL ON A BASIS OF ECONOMICS. RUSTIN SAID Cfe 
END PAGE THREE 




PAGE FOUR 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY IS FRIENDLY TO HIM PERSONALLY, SCHACTMANN THEN 
SAID *1 HOPE THAT YOU HAVE, LIKE I HAVE, LEFT BEHIND THE FEELING THAT IF 
YOU ARE ON TALKING TERMS WITH SOMEONE AMONG THE BOURGEOUISE 
YOU HAVE BETRAYED THE PROLOTARlOT.” RUSTIN SAID "OH DON-T WORRY," 

RUSTIN THEN IS CRITICAL OF REVEREND BEVEL-s' ACTIONS AT A CATHOLIC 
CONVENTION, 

RUSTIN THEN CALLS ^0^^ K<^N ^£LATES THE ABOVE AND WANTS TO HAVE 
A MEETING TUESDAY/AUGUST SEVENTEENTH, SIXTYFIVE SOMEPLACE. RUSTIN SUGGESTS 
HIS RESIDENCE AND SAYS THIS IS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT OPPORTUNITIES 
"WE" HAVE HAD, RUSTIN SAYS THE PEOPLE TO GET FOR THE CONFERENCE ARE 
NORHJiXLL-,*-ROCHEL-E/HOROUlTZ/ , TOM KAHN , HIMSELF AND SCHACTMAN. THEY 
WOULD ALSO LIKE TO GET IRVING HOUE. RUSTIN SAID HE "WOULDN-T WANT SOME 
PEOPLE TO KNOW THAT A SOCIOLIST CAUCUS MET ON IT," / THE CONFERENCE/ 

RUSTIN SAID HE -'ILL CALL IRVING. LATER HARRY WACHTEL CALLED RUSTIN AND 
SAID HE WROTE MaFTIN/ KING/ A LONG LETTER LAST NIGHT AND TOLD HIM TO GET 
GOING ON THE GANDr.: SOCIETY WHICH IS NOW TAX EXEMPT AND THAT HE WANTS 
TO GET TOGETHER WITH HIM TO DISCUSS HIS, WACHTELL-S ROLE. AS REGARDS 
LOS ANGELES, WACHTEL SAID HE WAS NOT UNHAPPY BECAUSE THE " POWER 
STRUCTURE" ACTS AS IF THEY ARE ONLY DEALING WITH KING AND THEY ARE NOT,£^ 


END PAGE FOUR 




PAGE FIVE 


THEY ARE DEALING WITH GUYS WHO ARE EASILY INCITED WHO LIVE IN STINKING 
CONDITIONS. RUSTIN TELLS WACHTEL ABOUT tTHE PRESIDENTIAL MEETING. 

RUTIN THEN SAID HE “PERSUADED KING FROM NOT GOING TO LOS ANGELES." 

SND 

RPP 

FBI WASH DC 
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UNITED STATES G ERNMENT 

Memorandum i. nr. 


r'.r, Sulllva*i\J 


1 - Hr, Belaont 1 - Hr, DeLoach 

1 - Hr, Hohr 1 “ Hr, Sullivan 

1>ATL 8-11-65 


I 

FROM : F, J, Ba'Jir.gardneiv 

i - 

/ 

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR 

SECURITY HATTER - COMi-lUIilST 


1 - Hr. Bland 
'1 - Mr. aJ: Brennan 
1 - Mr, Wannall 


Hr. R. D. Cotter 


Baumrardne 





ho I 


i 




\ • i 

^ We have prepared a letterhead memorandum for 

^dissemination of the forecoinG, by routinG slips> to Jh® 

'^Wnlte House, the Secretary of State Ruck, Vice Admiral Wllliaru F 
; Raborn, Jr., USE, (Ret.), Director of the Central Intelligence 
‘.'tS Arency, the Attorney General, Deputy Attorney General , 

jiij” Assistant Attorneys General Yeagi^y and Doar. Th^i^^re attached 
^ - I for approval and forv,a0^. ^ ^ . 
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August 26, 1965 


REGISTERED 


LL INFORMATION CONTAINED - ' P “ 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ■ • ^ -- 
_ DAJEirjii_ BY£^!tiUfaW-“ 

Tour lomr of August 16th hu been rscsived. 
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c:* 

2D 

O 






Concerning your Inquiries, I vouM like to point out 
that infbrmatioo in our files must be maintained as confidential 
pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice. I am sure 
you will understand the reason lor tht# policy why 1 am not in 
a position to comment as you desire. 

I am returning herewith the five dollars in currency 
you eo thoughtfully enclosed and forwarding some material idiich 
1 trust you will find of interest. For your information, there .is CD 
no 'charge ' lor publi c a t ion s this Bureau is privileged to . 

disseminate. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 


Enclosures (3) 

1 • Detroit - Enclosures (2) 

1 • Mr. Sullivan - Enclosures (2) 


(Xir Heritage of Greatness 
Excerpt from FBI Appropriations Testimony, S/4/65, on CP, USA 

NOTE: There is no record of correspondent In Bufiles. The ^rial number 
of the five dollar bill is G73108487C and it is being returned by. registered 
mall. ^ ^ ^ 
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A.u^pist 16, 196) 
Plvrnouth, Mich. 


I.lr. J. lid -ar Hoover 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation 

■’ashiif^ton D. C. 


Dear Sir: 



u/ L-.I 



During a recent trip through a southern state 
I continuallv encountered people wao were convinced, 
perhaps b’’- one another, that Doctor Marti i Lutner 
Kiig associates with and is himself a commuiist, 

Thev even we it so far as to relate the number of 
corimuiist fronts he suppositlp belongs to, v/hicn 
is fourtv-ni le. One might lull^’- expect such attitudes 
fron tne now infamous deep South, but the people of 
which I spea’o reside in Kentucnv. Some v;ere farmers, 
others were factor;',’- workers, a.id still others were 
v/e -lth"’- businessmen. 

Of course such pronouncements have been heard 
before, aid no doubt reiterations ire frequent with¬ 
in circles of friends v;ho mutually oppose an inter¬ 
racial Gociet”-. Tneir objection lies in the prospect 
that before long "liter" would become incorrect, at 
which time "mixed" would be set in its place. Their 
cjivictions, althougi unpopular amor.'; -oot "intel¬ 
lectual" cliques, nre hnrniul onl'’’ whe'i tne’’ ap¬ 
praise lies, rn”ths, aid i^iorance to be more aes.'r- 
av-ig t-en ho lest conviction, truth, f-nir pla-'’-. and 
=“ strong wull to win the confidence and support of 
others le gitimatelv. I trust all men, ii their hearts, 
prefer truth to untruth, but times are vnaen preju¬ 
dice tri-rnphs over co.iscieice. 

I too want tiie truth and I trust that ’’ou h-ave 
a better insignt in this field than a mere individual 
or .'•roup of such. I would like any information '’’ou 
nii"ht have concerning Dr. King. CORE, and a;nv 
ot.ier civil ri"-hts organization or personality that 
nas been called comm-unistic. Please send me anv doc¬ 
ument telling how much, if anv, com.nuiist influe..ce 
there is behind the legro revolution. For your 
trouble I’m sending a5.00. 


Thaik you" 











v.». 
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BEKNAIU) S. 

(U.S.D.C., 


LEE V. CLAirEI'XE L'. KELLEY, ET AL. 
D.C.) CIVIL actio:: IJUnL'E.l 76-1185 


SOU'^i!E::i3 CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CO>3FEREMCE (SCLC) 

V. cL-ARxEECE . :;elley , et al (u . s . d . c ., d . c.) 

CIVIL ACTIO!': HUlZER 76-11S6 


Seriall^T pullorf from this file under court order of 
U.S. District JudRie Joan Le'';is Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives, 
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1 **r. Belnont 

1 J •. Mohr 


1 - DeLoacta 

1 - U Sullivan 
1 . Bland 

1 - Mr. D.J. Brennan 
1 - Mr. Baumgardner 







August 16, 1965 


»L___ 

KiUtAAn AsvAAuan 


SBCnRITT MATTER - C0MMUMI8T 


It has bsen previously reported that Stanley David 
Levlson, a long^tiae eosnunlst whose secret senberahip in 
the Coasuaist Party* USA* has been established as recently.,.u 
July, 1963* has been influencing Martin Lather King* Jr.* ^ 
eoaceming the Tietnan situation. The following additionar* t . 
inforaatlon ha« been supplied by a confidential infomMt M - 


this Bureau vho has furnished reliable Infornation in the past 


On August 13* 1965* Miss Dora McDonald* secretary ^ 
Ring* contacted Levison and advised that "The Hew York Tiner: 
had asked King to answer twelve questions. She said that Kl$g 

^ _ s_w _ s swevA«^4Ave» f^v4a/bfi 

aVBl.Z'VKl W pX-OpihA-V MMABWVA B kW n»aav v is » a wss«s a 

subsequently contacted Miss McDonald and furnished proposed 
answers to the twelve questions which Miss McDonald said she 
would give to King for his approval. The questions and 
Levlson's proposed replies are as follows: 'C)C . 






n 




(1) In a recent statement King noted that several 
peace organisations had approached him concerning Vietnan. 

What specific groups are they? Reply: Anong others* the ^ 
Matlonal Coamlttee for a Sane Muclear Policy and Women Strike js 

^ C> 

I 

a 


r 


JfBLXUUBX A WX B 47dUIV SVtS^JlBSa^ 

for Peace. (These are pacifist organlsatloiks.) 


» < <1) What Is the text of the letter which King 

Intqgds toT^wend to President Johnson and to Ho Chi Mlnh* 

__ A. 4b #4s»a^4 

t'X’VB 1.K1V11V 91 J9VK~VB WAWUBJBT • waavu »aav «.b **bsb^* 

a eo|Siy will be made available 







<B) How will the letter be sMt? Reply: 
details hgve not been planned as yet.^^j^ i _ 

SECRET fy 



REC30 
100-1 



DeLoocb . 
Casper , 


Excluded 
downeyrcirs 
decl^sif icatl^ 



5 

9 


om eutcmatic 
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CoiJohan , 


Oal 

Rose 




Tovej C. 


TroMer . 


Tei'e. Roorr . 

Holmes _ 

Ccndy — 


ORIGINAL TO THE WHITE BOUSE AND XEROX COPIES TO SECRETARV OF 
STATE RUSK, THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, DEPUTY ATTO^EY GENERAL AND 
ASSISTANT ATTORNEYS GENERAL YEAGLEY AND DOAR. 

1 rfnr ■; 

SEE PJ^E 3 FOR BUREAU NOTE. 
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Martin Lnthnr King, Jr. 



C4) Should tho Unitod Staton ronaln in Tiotnaa if tho 
Sooth TiotnaJKono ask os to loaTO? Roply: **I bolioro vo tvould 
ham no aoral or Jnridloal hasin for ronalning If a somrolgn 
gOTornsoat donands that on loaro its torritorj. 

(5) Can King bo noro spocifio eoncorning his attitndo 
on oscalation of tho var? Kopiy: **Biealation is ozprossod in 
80 nany dogrooo and is rolatod to osoalation on tho otbor aids, 
so that I ean discuss it only in eoneroto toms. Xt is iaposslblo 
to gonoraliso.**!^^^.^' 


C6) King said that ho is not biasing oitbor gorornnont 
for tho var. Who is to blano? Roply: **Thoro is blaso on both 
sidos bocaoso oach has sado rosponsos too roadlly through soans 
of rioloneo without an oarnost soaroh for roduction of yioloneo. 

I as oncouragod by tho rostralnt Prosidont Johnson has sanifostod 
both in action and in words and I bolioro tho oxorcioo of rostraint 
will ultlnatoly load fastor to eonstructiro nogotiation than will 
tho flozing of tho suscloo of silitary powor which tho wholo world 
knows wo possoss in torrifying abundanco.** r 


(7) What spocific proposals would King have to sake? 
Roply: I bars not fomulatod spocific proposals for ondlng the 
war and I as not suro I haro cospotonco in that aroa.^|[]y4^ 


(8) Is King s«1ously thinking of going to Viotnas and 
undor what eircunstancos? Roply: ”1 haro no plana to go to Wistnaa 


(0) Will King's lottor also bo sont to tho Unitod Rations? 
Roply: Thoro aro no plans for a lottor to tho Unitod Rations 
bocauso it is not a oonbatant nor an ally of any conbatant. This 
doos not i]q>ly it has no rolo. Its rolo is substantial but difforont. 

(10) Will King contact Unitod States officials ooncornS^' 
bis plans; for oxasplo, Gorornors, Sonators, Roprosontatiros or 
diplosats? Roply: **I havo no body of plans which could bo tho 
subject of discussions. I as expressing a point of wiow which will 
bo oolf*>oxplanator} and I sincerely hope useful for those who have 
the responsibility to nake plans. 


ft 


"A 


f 
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* 



Martin Xiuthar King, JTr. 


(11) King statas that ha la following a path of non- 
▼lolanca but Ravarand Jaaas Baral raoantlj aada atataaanto 
ladieating that ha la aora allltant. Can Ming raeonclla thla 
and la Baval apaaklag for tha Southarn Chrlatlan Laadarahlp 
Confaranca or aa an Indlrldual? (Baral la a arabar of Klng'a 
ataff on tha Bcwtharn Chrlatlan X<aadarahlp Confaranca, which 
organlaatlon Ring haada.) Raply: **Tha aaphaala Jaaaa Bcval 
plaeaa on paaoa activity In relation to civil rlghta activity 
dlffara fros alna hocauaa I an not praaantly proponing any change 
In tha direction or tha eharaotar of oar civil rlghta work. Be 
haa tha right to azpraaa hie analyala and haa dona ao.** 

(13) Reverend Bevel atatad that tha civil rlghta aova- 
■ant haa bean laglalatad oat of bualnaaa. Bill Ring comant on 
thla? Reply: **I do not agree with Jaaaa Baval*a view that tha 
civil rlghta Bovaaant haa bean laglalatad oat of axlatanea. Wa 
atm have ao far to go I cannot aaa tha and of tha road even now. 

X aaa tha need for a ■ultlpllclty of additional lagielatlva raforma 
which will taka years of atruggla fully to achieve. 


NOTE; 


'i-* 

I 




^^^^^£^^mei^randuB,BauBgafdner to Sullivan 8/16/65, same 
caption, Classified "Secxet^J^c^le the basic information 

contained iiDov^iras obtained highly aensltive 

source in the racial field. 1“ 

LL^)ki(pj 
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TO 

FROM 

SL BJECT 


(' 


> 0»T>0mm »0«m P40 t« 

MAV tt*} 

•U Mn mo mo if 


UNITED STATES GO ..NMENT 

Memorandum 


Hr. W. C. Sulli 


'4 



\ 


F. J. Baumgardner 

C 



MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


Trotter_ 

TeJ#. Roog^ 



Prior memoranda from F. J. Baumgardner to Mr. Sullivan 
bave reported on King's involvement in the Vietnam situation and 
the influence which Stanley David Levlson, the long-time 
communist, has on King. CX '3 .. 

m^BHHHFhas advisea that conversations between 
Levlson and Dora McDonald, secretary to King, disclosed that 
"The Mew York Times" had asked King to answer 12 questions. 

I King desired Levlson to prepare proposed answers which he did 
and gave to McDonald for King's approval.“• 


ACTION: 


We have prepared a letterhead memorandum which depicts 
the Levlson Influence on King in this instance.and includes 
the 12 questions and Levlson's proposed replies to them. 

Attached for approval and forwarding are copies of the letterhead 
memorandum to go by routing slips to the White House, Secretaxy 
of State Rusk, the Attorney General, the Deputy Attorney General, 
and Assistant Attornejs General Yeagley and Doar.^^ 

A7(p) 


"N 


//in. 


100-106670 
Enc. 

1 - Hr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Mohr 
1 r Mr. DeLoach . 

1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Bland 
1 - Mr. D. J. Brennan 

Iner 
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hin'o-. ! 7i^ 
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FBI NEW YORK 


FRON MEr YORK 2P 



1240 PH URGENT 8-25-65 CRM TmSTYPE ^ Sr! — 

Vj y :Ar. ral-r.'.n— 

TO DIRECTOR /2/ AND ATLANTA I ^ .•vir. Corral_ 

ATLANTA VtA WASHINGTON -SNCODED- Mr! 

FROM MEiTYORK 2P h)^ iir.Tav.i^ 

/ \i/ Mr. T. v t^ 

/ * lele. Koom.^—.. 

/ ^ Miss Hwjmfci— 

MARTIN LUTHER KING* JR.a»^-C ^eCu/^'ry I_ 

BUFILE /100-106670/, ATLANTA FILE /100-5586/, NY FILE 
/100-1365815 

4 

REFERENCE ATLANTA TELETYPE OF AUGUST TWENTYTHREE SIXTYFIVE. 
REPORTING SUBJECT-S PRESENCE IN NEW YORK CITY, THE PURPOSE 
BEING UNKNOWN. 

ON AUGUST TWENTYFOUR, SIXTYFIVE, A PRETEXT INTERVIEW WITH 
THE HILTON HOTEL REGISTRATION DESK DISCLOSED THAT KING AND 
PARTY WERE REGISTERED IN SUITE THREE EERO ONE ONE. ' - 

^ ’’ r < 

A PHYSICAL SURVEILLANCE OF STANLEY LEVISON AND AT THE - ' 
HOTEL DID NOT REVEAL THAT LEVISON VISITED KING. 

ON AUGUST TWENTYFIVE, SIXTYFIVE, "THE NEW YORK TIMES" 

PA6E THREE, COLUMN FIVE, REPORTS THAT UNITED NATIONS AMBASSADOR 
GOLDBERG HAD INVITED XING TO VISIT HIM TO DISCUSS HIS FEELINGS 
ON VIETNAM. THE PAPER REPORTS THAT IT IS HOPED THAT SUCH A 


MEETING CAN TAKE PLACE THIS WEEK. 

a'-i07 

END PAGE pKE ' . i. 


-/«i£7£^l7£7 


to AUG 28:^1965 




1 r.r. for the director 


•€ 





page T¥0 



('■ 



IN VIEV OF THIS INFORMATION, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT 
KING IS IN NEV YORK FOR THIS PURPOSE. HOWEVER, NONE OF MEW 
YORK SOURCES HAVE FURNISHED ANY INFORMATION REGARDING KING. 
END 
6MS 

FBI WASH DC 


CC-MF?. SULLIVAN 






Your letter of August 20th has been received, 
and the concern which prompted you to write Is understandable. 

I want to thank you for your generous comments concerning my 
administration of the FBI and it is hoped that my future endeav^ 
o^ continue to meet with your approval. 7 


b response to your inquiries, Information in^SIiC ^ 
files must be maintained as confidential pursuant to regulaUeil£^ 
of the Department of Justice. I am sure you will understand thS ^ 
reason for this policy and why I am not in a position to commei^ ^ 
as you desire. ^ 


Enclosed is some material which I trust you will 
find of Interest. 




Tolson _ 
BeJrTiOnt . 


k>^&) 


DeLooch . 

Ccsp^'T _ 
Callohar , 


Gnlr , 
Poro-T. 


Trottrr_ 

Tfrle. Poorr 

_ 

Gar.dy_ 


Sincerely ^^8, 


J. Edgar Boover 


Sur^8er^^gi^l)f Greatness 


12-21-64 


ALL INF0-:MATI0N CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSlFiy) , 


NOTE^^^i 


KLS-.jdm . 

(4) ^ 


re is no record of correspondent in Bufiles. In summary, 
states that the Director is one of the finest Americans in our 
is a 22-year old college student who is doing free-lance 


(NOTE CONTINUED NEXT P^GE) 


MAIL ROOM 









□ 


TELETYPE UNIT 


O 





writing. He requests information on communismtand wants to know 
specifically if Martin Luther King is a communist or if there is any 
communist infiltration of the civil rights movement. He indicates that 
he feels the Societ;^6f Friends is a communist group and mentions that 
he has heard that the Tanguy Homesteads area was a communist 
community. The Tanguy Homesteads, according to our files, is a 
housing development built under the auspices of Quakerism. The Society 
of Friends is known to the Bureau. 



¥»8t Gb#8t«rf B»zin8» 
kagoMt ZOf 1965 


J« Sdgar HoaT8r« 01r*otor 
I<8d8rttl Bar**ti ^ IbTvstigatlon 
Washington, D;C; 

Dmt Mp, HoofTori 

Am X am cort4dn jeu anst roeoire thooBands of lottors 


('»7i 

dally fMi Aaorieaa oltiaona, it is 


doobtfol that 70 V vlU oror road this ono* EEowrrary Z hope sohoobo eaa aiumr a fow of 
(Iuostie& 8 » 


First, Z aho^ stats that I think jon bars baan and are eoa of tha finost Aaarieans 
throng onr history, and ona of tha faw, tma Man of statnra la ft«o iaerleaa Govanaaontr 
I think It Is dianofol that rl|^ta aorraasat paopla, Zlka M;L« King, ahooZd orltlelaa tha 
FtB, I* and tha polioa in goaaraZ aeross tha land, and ba sanetlonad and landad for dolnj 
aoi Z think it aqaaUy vrong that a aaa of your qolat^ aura, axid oonstant graatasss and 
aobiaraMat ahoold ba qnlatad and dlstxorbad ty hlgbar offlelala, as tha oasa appaars to 


Z an 22 yaars of aga, studying history at tha local ooUaga, as vall doing sons small* 
poblioation frae-lansa uriting, and Z an latanUy Intarastad in Xaandng if tha CovBruxd.8t 
Ihraat Inside Aaariea is a real and large thing today^ as sobs paopla say. Also, Z an in. 
tarastad in learning if tha Rights Moranant, or parts of it, are InrolTOd in nndamining 


oar donooratle szstan, 

For axanpla, va soBatinas hear paopla blart that, |*)itftin lather JBng is (or was) a 
nanber of tha Conmnnlst Jbrty*" Can this ba pronrsnT Are tha statanants ty scom that tha 
Rights Morsaant *Zb mtiraly planned and dasignad to bring aboat a Soriat Anariea,* Tali 

t 

JOrhaps these are sinply tha exys of^mraascaa b la iho do not Uka tha negro, and, if th^ 
Is trae, yoa, personally, are tired of hearing it. But if there Is truth to these erys,*' 
voold like to assist in denoeratioally eombatlng a threat. For, if personal freadon is b 
orertaken, then aU of ny interests and inroleenents, like history, eoold be taken, as vc 

to(.' 

as tha free ohoioas of all Anerieans; ^ 7 ^ v 


•v ’ I* f a*. 


1 have nany p e e se e a - e- quaations ooneamlng a leftist threat, locally, also, sod parhapi 
you eould rofar ay questions to sonaona who has knowladga of tha Chaster ^County, Subtarb: 
Hiilsdelphia, Fa, sraai 1 think yoa ^oold undarstand that Z an not, even figaptjtiTe'fy, 

- ...... .. gohkLo^hx f 



( (''■ 

ft CoBBunlftt 1»t dftipftrfttftly dftslrft trvth^ .idistortftd fftot in thas* nattftrs 

ft^ thl# is lAqr X hftTft «i ^tftn to yta* IfttlooftXXj^ perhopt /on could refer ne to oertftin 
bookc or reports tlist would bring as to ft trae nndsrstftnding of the Conmnist question snd 

threftt* 

XooalJjrt I Might here report ft fev things^ idiloh u^probaUj oooiudjsg in thonssnds of 
towns in iasrioftf I do not know* firstly^ thdanasn Eelstions Condsslon in West Chester» 
founded ftbout four yesrs ftgo» end other ftlphebetlsed fsotions of the ri^ts aoireaent* here 
been asking sgitstion sU this suaeer in the goeemaenty pertionlftrSy the sohool board, 
fttteaptlng to estftblish 'reriew boerds* and the like, to trsneoend the deoisions of the 
goreming, oleotod body* They want to right alleged "injnstioe* and disoriaination in the 
schools and in the team* franldy, this is totalXy naecessary, as oar town has been working 
quietly ^snd sorely for and with the negro sineo 1760* It oan and has been laid out for 
then, as dooonented, historical oridenee, hot to^arail* 1h^ oontinae to aocusa, agitate, 

NO 

and instigate in this area, and hare aaiy aon>aegroes with thaw* 

Jost now, X feel bow silly writing this to yoo mist seen when it is read*Loeally, thoo^ 
it is inportant* 

X personally feel that this Ariotion is stoning fron leftist groups who hare nasked then- 
solves, espeoially, behind the Society of fbiends in our area for years* X would like to 
know if this can bo proven, if the f*B*I* is interested in suoh natters, and id it is pos 
ibis to obtain a list of known CoBwnnists, or lynpathisers, in a given area^or oxanple, 
when these people write their long letters of oondennatlonCof axy aspeot of our gjrstem) i 
the newspaper, and if they are ConBunlsts, X feel it should be reported in a foUowlng le 
to the public* in X way off base on thief 

Four years ago X was told an almost incredible stoxy of a plaea ealledNl^nguy Bonasteads 
where Connudsts aotually live together, and hold instructive meetings for their ohildren 
in a converted bam on the prendses* This place is located near Cheynsy, in upper Delawar 
County, Chester County, Banna* X was told this story by an axtrenely truthful boy of a 
who lived there, with his parents, for a year* Ihey had Jost noved here fr«H the nidwesh, 
and purchased the first house they could find, which happened to be a^Tanguy Honesteads. 
Vlhen they discovered what lay underneath this housing development ( built in the forties 
under the auspioes of Quakerism) they noved out* 


This boy told as others siaee* that sereral peo^ t in Tangugr Boawsteads and the 
sorroonding area ( for tt ellque Is not United to the oc iines of the derelopnent), are 
teaohers nho were disnissed free their profession at Biila* area schools beoaase tbe^ were 
■eobers of the Comonist IhrtT'^It if a Tery odd seotioni Cie derelopnent itself is bollt, 
pfaT^siosUjf qoite txnUke any wodem housing derelopnentf Is off the nainstreaB of things^ 
(not ostentatioos or near nain arteries^ like aost)* and when one driTSS throng the plaei 
people peek fToa windoirs^ doorwtysy staring at jou* 

Zt is the people who lire here and their friends in the area she hare been the Bnai 

Belataoos groupe in west uiesterf the "Ban the Boob" ■arehesy the "Get out of netaaa" 
eanpaigns, and other, unfounded aoousations and trouble in general. 

Ifr* Eoorer, I do not wish to sound orerly-snspielous, beesuss I sn not; ind I esn not ssy 
that those people ere sobrersiTe, or Covranlsts, for 1 hSTO no eooorete evldenoe* Could 
you possibly hslp strai^tsn m out on a few of these inportant questloosT 
Hoping to hear fros you* 




*1 
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I 

i 
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I 

« 
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RE: 


BERNARD S. LEE V, CLARENCE ' 1 . KELLEY, ET AL. 
('J.S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTIC;: IJU-iLLE-'^ 7&-II85 

«;0UTPERr3 CRRISTIAM LEADERSNIP CONFEREITCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE L'. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
PTVTT ACTIOa IFLE'E.v 76-I13G 


Serial/7^-5 maiecl from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judse John Le'.’is Smith, Jr., ano .y^nt to 
National Archives. 
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UNITED STATES GQ '^-RNMENT 


TO 


FROM 


DATt 8-24-65 





fe'?CcJ 


Memorandum 

Mr, DeLoach j\0J 
D. C. Morrell^F jM 

\IL INF0.R:^ATI0N CONTAINED 
__ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

CINCINNATI 13. OHIO DAT£J^^Zi£LB YS 7^<^ Jllfvl 

(Pd7 (P 

By letter dated 8-18-65 addressed to the FBI, captioned individ¬ 
ual referred to reprint material sent to him in connection with a previous inquiry 
and claimed he understands the FBI’s policy of not making evaluations and noted 
that Senator Dodd's speech on the Floor of the Senate on 2-25-65 was very 
informative. However, he claimed he was confused and then attempted to explore 
several issues currently in the news involving the FBI, civil rights, Martin Luther 
King and others. Prior to this communication, there is no record in Bufiles for 



^ originally inquired abofiOCarl Prussion 

and wanted th^ermcauon of statemerts about Martin LutheFlQng, _From this ' 
point, he theorizes that if Prussion's statements are true, it is inconceivable that 
anyone with the integrity and moral courage of Mr. Hoover could remain as 
head of the FBI which has contributed tremendously to the success of Mr. King’s 
nonviolent campaigns. He claims he cannot rememb er whether M r. Hoover has 
spoken out publicly against such nonviolent actions. claims it is 

his purpose to obtain advice or the source to which h^mign^urn in order to obtain 
data to assist him to return this era to order. / 

OBSERVATIONS: 

- ^ 

It would appear that^H||||H|[B is merely attempting to be argu¬ 
mentative because he alludes to thealiege^^Rnmunist tactics and connections 
of Martin Luther King, Dodd’s speech concerning civil rights matters and the 
FBI, and wonders whether Mr. Hoover has spoken out on these issues. Senator 
Dodd fully covers the FBI’s position in the civil rights area and even mentions 
fact that the Director called King a notorious liar. As a result, it is felt that 
is merely pursuing a feigned, naive position in order to press or 
jarrass^anyone who fails to answer in accordance with his beliefs. While we 
normally would like to straighten out people who assume posUion^o^^itudes 
against the Bureau, it is felt it will be futile in this case asH^H^B^Vhas 
already been afforded Bureau reprint mater i al wh i ch an swerem^riar^s. 

Enclosure /CO- (/*// 

1 - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosure WG 26 1965' 
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CONTINUED - OVER 
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D. C» R^ rrell to Mr, DeL oach memorandum 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1, That his letter not be acknowledged. 


2. That a copy of his communication be sent to the 
Cincinnati Division by the attached routing slip for its information. 





- 2 - 


oaDDDcnaDDOBOoncDn 


Rout itg S|ip 

0-7 (Rev. 6-??-f S) 

TO: SAC, 

Albany 
Albuquerque 
Anchorage 
Atlanta 
Baltimore 
6 Irmingham 
Boston 
Bufialo 
Butte 
Charlotte 
Chicoqo 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Dallos 
Denver 
Detroit 
El Po8o 
Hon olulu 


(Copies to Offices Checked) 


I \ Houston 
[ 1 Indianapolis 

r~l Jackson 
I I Jack sor^vilie 
\ I Kansas City 
□ Knoxville 
1 Las Vegas 
i I Little Rock 
{ I Los Angeles 
! I Louisville 
r 1 Memphis 
f' I Miami 

B Mll waukee 
Minneapolis 
[ ) Mobile 

I ! Nework 
t I New Haven 
{ 1 New Orleans 


□ K York City 

I I ^^flolk 
! I Oklahoma City 
( I Omaha 
1 1 Philadelphia 

( 1 Phoenix 

1 I Pittsburgh 
! I Portland 
r I Richmond 
f I St. Louis 
I 1 Salt Lake City 
1 [ San Antonio 

j I Son Diego 
I 1 San Francisco 
[ 1 San Juan 

t I Savannah 
[ 1 Seattle 

[_J Springfield 

n , ^*24 

Date 


^ Reterition For appropriate 

[X For inlorrr.ation optionol oction 


[ I The enclosed is for your information. If used in o future report, ^ ~ ] conceal 
QlJ sources, • 'J paraphrase contents. 



1 \ Tampa 

{ I Washington Field 
f I Ouantlco 

TO LECAT; 

{ 1 Bern 

I i Bonn 
I ] Buenos Aires 
r""1 London 
1 i Manila 
I \ Mexico, D.F, 
f ~ I Ottawa 
I ) Poris 
I } Rome 

I 1 Rio de Janeiro 
[ ~ 1 Sonto Domingo 
r~l Tokyo 


-65 


l7(g) 


f_I Surep, by 


RamariiK: ^uTcau is iiot ftcknowledgiii(^ his commiuiicstion. 

■ rip.--.. 
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Ohio 


.'Aug. 18, 1965 


United States Dept, of Justice, 

Federal Bureau of INvestlgatlon, 

Washington, D.C. 20535 

Gentlemen: 

I thank you for your prompt response to recent llSerature I sent you 
which accussed jiartln Luther King of being affiliated with the Comaunlst 
movement. Your congressional record speaeh by Senator Dodd was wary 
Informative and your paper entitled *PBI Jusiadiet!on dost not c*ver 
making evaluations* was quite understandable. 

However, I an as completely confused as ever, and if nothing else, 
perhaps you could refer loe to whwre I could get some information. 

First of all, I never once doubted the Integrity of 'Ar, Hoover ot the 
FBI, so the speech by Senator Dodd, though quite lnfor.natlve, has coma 
nowheres near to answerlxig my basic confusion, or I ej;. sure of many tther 
people such as myself who have the same doubts. 

ir the literature I originally sent to ^ur office was a sworn affidavit 
by Karl Prusslon, an# P3I counterspy, thaw^ each and every Communist 
meeting he attended the Rev . aCfcrtln Luther“^lng was always set forth sB the 
Individual to v.hom Communists should look and rally around In the 

Commpnlat strtiggle on the many racial issues^ He also states that ♦iiartln 
Luther King has either been a member of, or wittln-ly has accepted sup )ort 
from, over 60 Communist$ fronts, individuals, and/or organizations, which 
give -lid to or espouse Communist Causes.* 

If this is all true then let us face some facts. The overwhelming 
advances -ade in the civil rights campaigns recently have been Instigate! 
nnd led by ijurtln ILtither King. He Is the o: e whose footsteps the great 
majority follow. His policies have basically been the ones that have led' 
the passes® of the civil rights and voting rights bills. If so, then 
according to "arl Prusslon, e/erythlnc Martin Luther King has done and 
gained seems to be completely Communist directed and organized, accordin 
my way of thlnklngl 

If so, haw can a -nan of the integrity and moral courage of r'r. Hoover 
remain head of a bureau that is actively engaged in a continouw effort to 
remove all abstacles in the way of complete success of the Coaaunlst 
movement to capitalize on the American Negro? The FBI has contributed 
tremendously to the success of Ilartin Etther King’s non-violent campaigns, 
and as far as I ©an remember Yr. Xatha Hoover has never spoken out publicly I 
against such non-vlilent actions. If what ...r. Prusslon says Is true. It • 
would seem to me that .«ir. Hoover would quit his post before enforcing clvlt. 
rights nnd voting rights that were, in effect, drawn up by the Comawnlats 
themselves. 

To sum It up, let’s give people like myself some answers, or at least 
refer us to a responsljile aouras where we can get some answers. I want to 
see the Negro gain equal rlgh‘:a, but if non-vlol4nt action such as liartln 
Ltthe r King advocates Is completely Communist in substance, whs-t shall peop.' 
like myself do? Join violent civil right*, groups, or club the Nergoea back 
Into su jmlsalon fortlie tine beln^, back Into their goetto* and lowly 
Inferior status, with the hope th*t in another esntury or two they will 
somehow work it out a.aong themselves to acquire the wisdom end knowledge 
that v;e whites already have? 

I v/ould sincerely appreciate any advice or assistance you could offer. 


'Si-r 




sincere 









omoHAi po«M MO. to 


UNITED STATES GOvr'RNMENT 


Memoranuum 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


8/18/65 


f: 


SAC, LOS ANGELES (IOO-65IO6) 



subject; 


i:J 




fc7Cc; 



Enclosed herewith are the original and seven (7) 
copies of a letterhead memorandum (LHM) concerning a telephone 
call made to the Los Angeles Offic^jn^ugi^t 17, 1965 by an 
individual identifying himself as ^HHjip^ho indicated an 
intent to do physical harm to MARTI N LUTHE TJCING, who planned 
to visit Los Angeles concemingTRe currehTTTegro riot. 


The call was immediately relayed to the Los Angeles 
Police Department and Los Angeles County Sheriff's Office for 
whatever action they deemed appropriate. 


A copy of this letterhead memorandum is also being 
furnished to Secret Service, Los Angeles. 


AGENCY: ACSI, OKI, OSl;&EerSSll.; 
DEPT: ISD, CRD, 

DATE FCR-V:-- 

HOW FORW: -- 

BY:_^- 

-XC2'--='-l 


•'lli^iFOlJ'.iATiONCOMT, 
; TS> N iS L;NUAS.^iFi!:L' 






Or 1=7^/ 

I 

I . 





/2 - Bureau (Ends. 8)(^GISTERED) 1 
'2 - Los Angeles 

(1 - 100-57229 MARTIN LUTHER KING) 




rnT*>T^T"rT~v \ 


3 AUG 20 1965 


JPA:bds 

(^) 


Copy 

by rwt4tn^r“Fttrr-fr>; 

5 t ^ 


I t ^ CC 
/-CF IPC~ \ 


4^&ix LHM 
808 RB ^ 




.OlilV.' 
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In Reptjr^ Plw* Re/er to 
fiu /Vo. 


( ■ - 

UNI D STATES DEPARTMENT OF J TICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 


Chief 

United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C. 20220 


Dear Sir: 


The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be 
covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning Presidential pro¬ 
tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 

E Cj Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee, 

including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the 
U. S., because of his official status. 

2- CZ Has attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public official by other 
than legal means. 

3. [12 Because of background is potentially dangeious; or has been identified as member or 

participant in communist movement; or has been under active investigation as member 
of other group or organization inimical to U. S. 

4. [Z3 U. S. citizens or residents who defect from the 1). S. to countries in the Soviet or 

Chinese Communist blocs and return. 

Subversives, uUrarightists, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the following 
criteria: 

(a) [2] Evidence of emotional instability (including unstable residence and 

employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavior: 

(b) □ Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. S. sentiment; 

(c) Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements 
indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order 
and government. 

6, [22 Individuals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making. 

Photograph □ has been furnished □ enclosed □ available 

[2 nifiy he available through the Los Angeles County Sheriff^s Office# 



1 - Special Agent in Charge <Knclosure(s) 
i:. s. Secret ScrviceLos Angeles 


(REGISTERED) 




Enclosure(s) 


(i'pon remotat of vlQssifii'if endosurrn, if an\, tins trari smittal form 
bi t orm s / \('I. \SSIFII:DJ 




purpose 


c 
s 

-int 
S 
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The Los Angeles County Sheriff's Office ha 
telephonically advised of a minor arrest reco 




which are not 'immediately available* 

M L information CONTMNED 


aeT^aixs oi 


%" 


ENGa.OSURb 
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An available description from records of the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff*s Office is as follows; 

Name 

Alto Known as 
Bom 
Height 

Weight i60 

Hair Gray 

Eyes 

Peculiarities 





The foregoing was furnished to the Los AngeL es 
Police Departmentan^CjO^Ange^s Coxmty Sheriff's Office 
by Special Agent on August 17» 19^3 at 

3:30 a.m. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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August 23, 1965 




> 




DEC- 


f/a 0 ~ /o <e> 6> 7^- plfl 





^^oomlngtOD, 
^D.ar 


i&uruia 







'92316 


Your letter of August 16th has been received, 
and my associates Join me in tbanking you for your kind 
sentiments. 


In response to your request, information 
^ In our files must be maintained as confidential pursuant 
to regulations of the Department of Justice. I am sure 
you will understand the reason for this policy and why I am 
not in a position to comment as you desire. 

Enclosed is some material which I trust 
you will find of interest. 




Mr. ’!^Ison 
M r., mnn 


wa;led 30 

.) 19d5 

COMM.FBf 



Sincerely yours, 
J^Edg^^er 



Enclosures (2) 

*'Our Heritage of Greatness" 

U. S. News& World Report - 12/7/64 






IV-I >3) 


p NOTE; There is no derogatory information in Bufiles concerning 
correspondent and we last corresponded with him on 8/17/50. 


v[-/,KLS!^rcp 
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BLOpMINGTON, 


CALIFORNIA 


Aug\i3t 16, 1965 


Hon. J* Edgarc Hoover, 

Federal Bureau Of ^^vestigation 


Washington-D. C, 






Dear Sir: 


Ify people in this church and as an officer of our 
ministerial alliance, wish certain information 
that you do doub^ have avaiable in these trAuhlesome 
times. 




The question is this^ is Mart^ Luther Ring a Comraunist 
or is he aligned in any way Jr 5 ubversive organizations, 
to your knowledge of information? 

If, you donot care to make a statement by letter, would 
you advise one of your agents in this area to telephone 
me about this matter, so that 1 may place ny people at 
ease on some of the many rumors flying about? 

paying God's blessings upon you and eveny one of your 
Icyal fine men and workers there and everywhere. 


I am. 


Siheerel 



/ 0 ^ 6 > 70 ~ 




;?<// 




« AUG 251965 
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4-3 (R«v. 12-14-64) 




DECODEDiCOPy 


a AIR(»AM 1=1 CABLEGRAM □a>itADIO 


ToUon . 


I 




r-29 

URGENT 8-20-65 
TO DIRECTOR AND ATLANTA 
FROM LOS ANGELES 21 OO5O 




MARTIN LUTHER 


^NG, 


JR., SM-C. 


if; 



.RE LOS ANGELES TEL AUGUST I9 LAST. 

Iking did not meet with labor leaders today. 

MiNtiriE preparations failed to materialize. 

‘.'-KING HELD NEWS CONFERENCE NOON TODAY INTERNATIONAL 
HOTEL, LOS ANGELES. NO MENTION OF VIETNAM. NEWS CONFERENCE 
COVERED KINGS ASSESSMENT CF LA RIOTS AND HIS MEETING AUGUST I9 
LAST WITH MAYOR YORTY AND POLICE CHIEF PARKER. KING STATED 
UNDERLYING CAUSE OF RIOTS ECONOMIC AND GREW OUT OF DEPTHS OF 
DESPAIR OF NEGROES. STATED YORTY, PARKER AND LOCAL LEADERS 
LACKING IN STATESMANSHIP NEEDED FOR DEALING WITH NEGRO PROBLEMS. 
COMPLIMENTED GOVERNOR BROWN ON HIS UNDERSTANDING OF SITUATION. 
KING STATED HE WAS IN CONTACT WITH WHITE HOUSE THI 

IN r£AR 

LHM FOLLOWS. 

1 / 


Mmorning and requested appointment with president 
'future. 


REQE 


VED: 




12:52 AM 8-21-65 MLT 

pcno. 






hi!’.)-''' 



RELAYED TO ATLANTA. 

(\ 


8 AUG 3i 'iiC 


REC-64 

t4 AUG 2419GS 




Jf the intelligence contained in the above meteage i» to be di$$eminated outgide the Bureau, it i§ guggeeted that it be guUably 
poraphraged in order to protect the Bureau*g cryptographic gygtemg. 







RE; 


BERNARD S. 

OJ.S.D.C., 


LEE V. CLARENCE 'A, 
D.c.) CIVIL actio:; 


KELLEY, ET AL. 
IJlTrlTE.l 76-1185 


SOU^IERRI CHRISTIAN LEADERS'.IIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CL-AREI'XE K. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL actio;-; MUiR'Exv 76-3.186 


pv.lleN fron this file unfler court order o.: 
U.S. District Jud^e John Lsv.is Srnith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 



♦ • ^ Vi* 



«®aB' ICO'/'JS^ 


1 .■August 23, 1965 


AIRMAIL 


EX 105 




Madrid, Spain 

Daar 


ALL INFORMATICii CCiLi AlUEU 


Mr. Hoover received your letter of August 16tii 
and asked me to thank you for your generous remarks cmieernlng 
his administration of the FBL It is his hope our future endeavors 
will continue to merit such approbation. 

It was indeed thoughtful of you to advise us of your 
impressions about living abroad. - 


'Ci 

kJ<l^ 


; ToUort_ 

* belmont „ 

Mohr _ 

DeLooch , 

Cosp**r_ 

Calicihar . 
Conrad _ 


Sincerely yours. 

rn 

CD g 


A—1 * ® 


s ^ 

Helen W. Gancfy 

* 

Secretary 



1 • Foreign Liaison Unit • Enclosure 


atiorme 


NOTE: Bufiles contain one reference identifiable with who, 

in 1963, told legal attache at Madrid of certain data that former Vice 
President Nixon wished to have forwarded to Mr. Hoover. Since no 
record could be ascertained as to his alleged meeting of Mr. Hoover, 
an in^absence reply is being sent. 


DTP:alb (4) 
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MAIL BOOM !_ I TELETYPE UNIT I I 


V 


i 






Dear Mr* Hoover: 


HERCWISUNcSiMA * 

JATEI ^lI f» |iy 

I had the pleasure of~^e?teH| you on a few 


iWisuNCMiam 

: i» I f <i>~ii yg8a 


occasions many years ago when Lou Nichols was one of your top 
assistants, and I was with the March of !Ilime, and subsequently 
one time with Dick Nixon and George Murphy* Always an admirer 
of yours, I wish to reaffirm my high opinion of you and your 
associates and your entire organization. It seems to me that 
all of you have been fighting for all of us in the United States 
day and night even since I can remember* I do not see how you 
have managed to survive the hatred, the intrigue and the jealousy 
that your actions on behalf of our nation have aroused in so 
many small minds (and in some not so small, and bent on destroy¬ 
ing you and our nation)* I am grateful that you have survived, 
and that you have persisted unswervingly on the path that all 
decent Americans know is best for our country* 

Living and working abroad as I have for the 
past few years, I have often had occasion to vis it our various 
embassies, notably in London and Madrid, and always the FBI 
representative seemed to be the real American in that Embassy 
(or is he one of the Vanishing Americans?), backed up usxxally 
by the naval and military attaches and the U*3. Marines, all 
motivated the same way* Reading your speeches over here, I am 
struck by the fact that in this so-called backward country of 


Spain, 


*imes of violence are so rare as to be remarkable; 


children and yoxing adults nespect their parents and their el¬ 
ders; women and children — and men — are safe in the streets* 
Honor and responsibility are important factors, and respect for 
the family and for God are not things to be swept under the 
table. This may not be a democracy (nor, as you know well, is 
it the dictatorship that some of oi^ liberals bleed about while 
they are urging us to get out of Viet Nam or Santo Domingo or 
wherever we might damage the Communist plan), but the simple, 
proud, decent Spaniard is a man of character, and not too proud 
to work for a living, or to serve his country. It is true they 
have almost no racial problems, bufc/n^ther do they have juvenile 
delinquency in measurable degree* VTJM. ^ , 

I wish more America^ AOSr 

ithat you extol, and that we would h«u?i®3re of civil responsibilitif 
land less of often-unmerited rights* At the o wane nt ratsli expect 
jthat words like honor, duty, loyalty, integrity, responsibility 
:and work will soon be listed in the dictionaries as "archaic", ^ 
ibut not so long as we have men like you in our country. 

My warmest good wishes, Mr* Hoover*^^ 

Ve p^ relpec tfulj^^^ 

P.S. Has anyone i^er discovered 
how Martin Lytheir^ing really got 
the Nobel Prize?./7Like Hitler 

this man states his plnn« -ir oavance.- •' 


N Vi 
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Transmit the following ln_ 
Via AIRTEL_ _ 


CON^M 

(IVP® ^ plaintext or c< 


jAlfw 

50c(^* 


(Priority} 




/ 


TO: 


PROM: 


SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-442529) 


SAC, NEW YORK 


CIRM 
IS-C 
(00: NY) 


(XOO- 153735 ) 

p,r«?c» . r....y 

OWE OF BE'/lEW FOR C./f" ( t V 
DECUSSIFICMION.—Jr---"^^ 


Re New York teletype, 8/17/65* concerning plans of 
MARTIN LUTHER KING and BAYARD RUSTIN to go to Los Angeles, 
California, 8 / 17 / 65 . 

Enclosed are ten copies of a letterhead memorandum 
reporting Information contained in referenced communication. 
Two copies are furnished for benefit of Atlanta, and one copy 
furnished for the Information of Los Angeles. 


The souj^ 
memorandum was 



information in the letterhead 

The sources who furnished characterizations of 
individuals mentioned In the letterhead memorandum were as 


follows: 


I 


/ 


- / 


/% > toeau ( 100 - 442529 ) (Ends. 10) (RM) 

'—^ tl^- 100-106670} (MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR.) 

2 - Atlanta (IOO- 667 O} (Ends, 2) (info) (RM) - 

(1 - 100-5586) (MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.) 

1 - Los Angeles (lOO- ) (End. l) (info) (RM) 
1 - New York (100-46729) (BAYARD RUSTIN) (42) 


NOT neCORDCD 
140 4 1965 




1 - New York ,100-133062 

1 - New York , 100 - 136585 ] 
1 - New York (100-148289/ 
1 - New York 100-149194/ 
1 - New York (100-153735) 


I KING, 

!l fs! 


JR.) (42) 


JMK:gmd 

(14) 




RACHELIE HOROWITZ) 

MARTIN LUTHER KING 
HARRY WACHTEL 
COMINPIL SCLC 

^2) APPROPRIATE AGENCIES 
AND FIELD OFFICES 
ADV-SEDByROUTINfl . <> 

SLIP(S) OF_ (✓^ 


U 

K- 

ir; 

C 


CO"'! 




Approved: _ _ Sent 

y Special Agent in Charge 

^ SEP 1 196 ^ CON 


%. if 



M-Per- 




.—TMc ^ ■ -v-'ir v;^ •F*iir 7 j-.N" 



NY 100-153735 






This letterhead memorandun^^^i^aa^^d "Secret" 
because It contains Information fron^H|^^^HVa source which 
furnishes highly sensitive Informatloi^r^egarcrto the racial 
cltuatlon in the New York area and the Conanunlst infiltration 
thereof. In view of this fact^ the NYO considers the 
Secret classification necessary to protect the source. 


u^) 
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( ^ ) 

UN*TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF iUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


in Reply % Please Refer $e 
FUciVo. 


Bureau 100-4^12529 


Re: 


cusstr^EO «o^ 

EXTLNDtiJ S'' A 
REASON FCh aT..4-.0N ^ 

date CF REVtLvV FOR 
dedussihcahok. 

Communist Influence In Racial Matters 
Internal Security - C 


A confidential source^ who has furnished reliable 
InfoxTnation in the past> advised on August 17# 1965, that 
Martin Luther King (President of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, SCLC), and Bayard Rustln (OrganlEer 
of the March on Wa^lngton), were in contact eeu^ller during 
that day for the purpose of discussing the Los Angeles, 

Califcrnla riots. It was during that contact that King 
persuaded Rustin to Join him in that City on August 17# 1965. 

King said he and Bernard Lee (Klng*s assistant) would arrive 

in Los Angeles at 12:45, Pacific Standard Time, aboard 

National Airlines Flight 4l. He said he would be Joined by 

Andrev! Young (Executive Director, SCLC), who would arrive 

before noon, Rustln said he would take American Airlines 

Plight 37# which arrives Los Angeles at 10:20 AM, August 17# 1965.5®~ 

The source advised that shortly after Rustin's 
contact with King, he (Rustin) was in contact with Harry 
Wachtel, during which time he informed him of King's plans to 
go to Los Angeles. Rustln said in view of King's plans and 
at his request# he (Rustin), drew up a five point program 
for King's use while in los Angeles, The points, as 
enumerated by Rustin, were:""-" — 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 



Vt 


from automatic 
Ication 


W 


ENC-J- 



t; 





r 





Re: Communist Influence In Racial Matters 
Internal Security - C 


1. “To minister to the thousands of Negroes Innocent 
of any wrong doing, and who have lost homes and Jobs, and to 
pledge the SCLC to morally and financially assist these people.l#»ii 


2, “Visit those Negroes in Jail in an attempt to 
find ways in which they can help restore damage they have 
done, and attempt to redeem themselves, 


3« "To keep and maintain sympathy and communication 
with the white sympathizers and work out programs to prevent 
future disturbances. 

4. “To confer with local government leaders if they 

so desire. 

5. “To present his own plans for immediate and long 
range a-tlon to clergymen and other leaders." 

Rustin said that King planned to visit religious 
leaders, prisons and temporary homes of displaced persons in 
order to get a first hand report, 


The situation regarding King's visit, according to 
Rustin, "is delicate as we do not want him to be accused of 
going out there and starting trouble,“] 


Rustin, after talking with Wachtel, was in contact 
v;lth a confidante, Rachelle Horowitz, on August 17, 1965. 

He told her of his plans to go to California to be with 
King and in view of that, instructed her to contact the 
White House in Washington, D.C., and inform someone there 
that he would be late in submitting his document which is 
due on August 20, 1965 (document he is preparing for the 
conference of civil rights leaders scheduled for November, 

1965). ' ^ 


Horowitz, in regard to the Los Angeles situation, 
suggested to Rustin that he contact Michael Hannon, a former 
police officer (Los Angeles Police Department), who was 
suspended for participating In civil rights demonstrations, 
£jid William Becker, a former officer, because they “may know 
things about the situation", Horowitz said both men now work 
in Governor Brown's office,* ^ 
















( 



Re: Communist JnTluence In Racial Matters 

Internal Security - C 


On June 22, 1958# a confidential source, 
who has furnished reliable information In 
the past, advised that Rachelle Horowitz 
was a member of the New York unit of 
the Young Socialist League (YSL),^, ''' 

On June 22, 1958, another confidential 
source, who has furnished reliable Information 
in the past, advised that Information made 
available to him In June, 1958, reflected 
that Rachelle Horowitz was a member of the 
New York unit of the YSL.;^ ”3 

Another confidential source, who has 
furnished reliable information In the 
past, advised that Rachelle Horowitz 
attended a Lower Manhattan Branch meeting 
of the Young People’s Socialist League 
on July 8 , i960. C 0 

A characterization of the YSL Is 
attached, ^ ^ 





■ 

\ 

i. 






Communist Influence In Rnci.il Mr:tters 


In ”Tht Sr turd'.y ^.yt-nlng Post”, Issue of July 11* 
IS, l9oi|, pngo 76, Bryord rtustin is the subject 
of r. feature nrticlc captioned: ’’The Lone Wolf 
of Civil Ri(hts”, In it, iiuctin i.s seld to 
have come to Row York In 1933, as nn organizer 
for the Younpj Comrriunist Le igue (YCL), and as 
such, he hsd the Job of recruiting students for 
the "Party”, Fiortherraore, the article reports 
that during hla first years in I-’cvj York, liustln 
grv( most of his carninr.s to the "Party", He 
rrportedlv left the "Party" in 19i4l, the article 

fhe .CL has hern d. siinatcu pursuant to 
E;:' cutive Order IO 450 <01 


The "Ijaily ^^orker", Pcbru.ary 11, 1957, page 1 
coIa';n 2, reported that .3ayord Austin, Executive 
S<='ere t-'^ry, ’7nr Rrsisters Lca. uc, wrs an ooserve-r 
at th*- 1'' th N.ational Conv; ntior; of the 
Con.-iunist Party, United States of A.ierica 
(CP, USA), held in I-Tovi York City, on 
% jruary 9-12, 195?. t.O"! 


r 


The "D'.»ily ’.orker" vrr.s 'in Erst Coast ConiPiunist 
puclic'itibn until it ceuseO puuication on 
January 13, 1953. £70*'] 




Anoti-!< r confidential sourer, vho has 
rclirole info:'metion in t'e r st, ad 
P.: jru-ry 19, 2h, 1961;, thet '.Xj- rd ii 
contact d .:.fnjamln J, il-vis on tnose 


Kho has furnished 
r St, ad.isc d on 
..Vj'.rd Hus tin 
on tnose dates p 'A: 


- 4 - 


r . 

I 
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Communist Influence In RocIqI ilottors 


f-nd sou; ht ills ndvlc^* os to how he could escape 
frorii r. spcoklng rn^-j^cnent to vjhlch he was 
coramlttcd. On the Irtttcr contact, Davis told 
rtustin tiiot he vts vjorklng on his request and 
had contacted friends who had contacts with the 


hQ) 


"The Mtw iork Times”, Au(’;u?t 2 k» 196 i|, potjc 27 » 
coluiur. Ij, r .ports that acnj'iiain J. Davis, 
Nationrl Seex-etary, CP, USA, cleu in i'Jcvj York 
City on the ni;;ht of rtu=ust 22 , 
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t Communist Influence In Racial Matters 
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Harry Wachtel Is the Executive Vice 
President of the Gandhi Society for Human 
Rights, 15 Ear’t 40th Street, New York, 

New York. He resides at ^9 Split Rock _ 
Drive, Klt'.sa Point, Long Island, New York^ O ^ 



A characterization of the National Lawyers 
Guild is attached hereto.^ 



With respect to the Gandhi Society for Human 
Rights, it is to be noted that this organization is an 
adjunct of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC),of which Martin Luther 
King, Jr., la the pi'esldent, aiid serves to 
raise funds for the SCLC. 
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NATIONAL LAVfiTERS GUILD 

The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications," revised and published as of Decerrber 1, 
1961 , prepared and released by the Committee on Un- 
A.i-erlcan Actlv^tlos, United States House of Represent¬ 
atives, , D.C., contains the following 

concerning the -vi",:‘.cr:al Lawyers Gulld:^(^*^ 


" 1 , 


" 2 , 


'‘3. 


"National law'ycrs Guild 

Cited as e Cot.’Tunlst front. 

(Spec?al ro'-' .i: tee on Un-Arerlcan 
Activl lea. House Report 1311 on the 
CIO Political Action Comn;lttee, 

March 29, 19^4, p. 149.) 

Cited as a Comirunist front which 'is 
the foremost legal bulwark of the 
Communist Party Its front organizations, 
and controlled unions' and which 'since 
Its Inception has never failed to rally 
to the legal defense of the Cor;;Tunlct 
Party and individual Tnembers thereof, 
including known espionage agents.' 

(Comirjittee on Un-A erlcan Activities, 

House Report 3123 ou the National 

Lawyers Guild, September 21, 1950, 

originally related September IJ, 1950.) C OH 

'To defend the cases of Communist 
lawbreakers, fronts have been devised 
making special appeals in behalf of civil 
liberties and reaching out far beyond the 
confines of the Coiur.unlst Party itself. 

Among these organizations are the * * * 
National Lawyers Guild. When the 
Communist Party Itself is under fire 
these offer a bulwark of protection.' 

(intei'nal Security Subcommittee of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, Handbook 
for Americans, S. Doc. 117, April 23, 

1956 , p. 91.)Xu;3 



r 


r ' 
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YOUNG SOCIALIST LEAGUE (YSL) 

The March 1, 1954, issue of the "Young Socialist 
Challenge," published as page three af "Labor Action," 
an official publication of the Independent Socialist 
League (ISL), contained an article concerning the 
creation cf fr'.c YSL, which pointed out th.at at a Ufjity 
conference occurring February 12-14, 1904, at Laboi Aetioo 
Hall, New York, New York, a merger occurred between the 
Young People’s Socialist ’ eaguc (YP?L) and the Socialist 
Youth League (SYL), The . ew organization was named the 

YSL. r • L 


A confidential informant cn June 15, 1954, made 
available the minutes of the VSL’s National Action Committee 
meeting of Au-'il 13, 1954» which reflected that one S. 
S1TEI>V\N; " Chairman of S' (Sorieiist Party) Youth Committee,", 
had dbjected to a statem-nt arpearinr in "Commerce," a 
; '/ork University jouri a] , uhlch indicated that the YPSL 
merged with the SYL to ferm the YSL» He explained that 
the YPSL did not merge with anyone, that it continued to 
exist as the youth section of the occialist Party, He 
explained that a small group of the YPSL was dropped, 
expelled, or suspended from that organization and joined 
the SYL, which he characterized as the youth group of the 
"Trotskyite ISL." He explained that after these few former 
members of the YPSL joined the SYL, the SYL thei pBOceeded 
to change its name for its own purposes.^- ' 

On April 9, 1956, another confidential informant 
advised as follows: C 

The YSL has frequently worked in close sympathetic 
cooperation with the ISL toward similar objectives, although 
each major issue given mutual consideration is decided upon 
by these organizations individually. The YSL serves as an 
apprenticeship for the ISL, but ISL selection of members from 
YSL ranks is made on an individual and personal basis. In 
many instances YSL members are also members of the ISL, 





YOUNG ^ iA LIST LEAGUE (Y3L) 


The Y3L and ISL utilize the same printing house in New 
York City and the Y5L publication is printed as an insert 
in "Labor Action," Frequently, lecturers before the YSL 
are I5L me.nbei s *£111 ' 

The September 22, 1953, issue of "Young 
Socialist Challenge," whi h appeared as page five of 
"Labor Action," contained on undated statement from 
the National Actioa Committee of the YSL which indicated 
that the YSL had been dissolved. The statement appeared 
under the caption "Join the Yeung Peoples Socialist League, 

The YPSL is pu^ .vicly knr^n ar- the youth 
affilia+'^ ef the Socialist Pai t/-Sociil Democratic 
rnticn. ■* 








RE: 


EERHAlxl) S. 

(U.S.D.C., 


LEE V. CLAf.Ei'XE ll. 
D.c.) CIVIL actio;: 


KELLEY, ET AL. 
irj.jTEK 76-1185 


<JOU'’rE’.K3 C-IRISTIAil LEA.DEKSIITP 
V. CL-AKLECE I.'. KXLLEV, ET AL 
CIVIL ACTIOa KU.XE.l 76-I1G6 


CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
(U.S.D.C., D.C.) 


Se r ir 1 //^/ 

U.S. Distflct Jud 
National ArcLives 


from this 
f:c John Lev: 


file under court order of 
is Smith, Jr., and sent to 
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4-750 ( 2 - 7 - 79 ) 
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xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOlPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


I 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 




Deleted under exemption(8) _ 

material available for release to you. 


h 7(0 7(bJ 


with no segregable 


□ Infonnation pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

CH Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

Q Document(8) originating with the following government agencyties) _ 

___ was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agencyCies); _ 

_ as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(8) withheld for the following rea6on(8): 


CH For your information: 



The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE(S) X 
gNO DUPLICATION FEE v 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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TiV' ^ V« CJAi\EI'*CE ij» KELLEYf AL# 

(S':sfD.c!; d!£.) CWIL actio;) 1IU,.2;E,; 75-1I85 

CilRISTIAM LEADERSHIP CONFERl'.!ICE (SCLC) 
V. CL-MVEECE K. HELLEV, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTIOH KUiZER 76-1186 

Serial/7^5 pv.llecl from this file under court order of 
u!L District Judc-e John Le-is Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Arcliives, 
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TO DIRSOTOR -2-, ATLANTA AND LOS ANGELES 

Atlanta and los angeles via Washington - encoded/ 


FRON ..ZU YORK 
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RACIAL SITUATION - LOS ANGELES, CALIF. -RM. ^^(cj 


i- . f 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 'S:r---C. 


W ^ 


?.Z NEU YORK TZL A/JGUST FOURTEEN INSTANT.tl (o’^CPj 


REPORTED ON AUGUST 


FOURTEEN INSTANT THAT STANLEY LEVISON RECONTACTED DORA -LNU- AND READ 


FOLLOWING PRESS RELEASE ON BEHALF OF MARTIN LUTHER KING RE RACIAL 

SITUATION IN LOS ANGELES.. j 0 (r ^ ^ 

not recorded 
1S3 AUG 24 1965 

~I KNOW THAT YOU HAVE GRIEVANCES THAT ARE HARD TO LI VE W I TH » I KN OW 
THAT' ANY NEGRO CAN REACH THE END OF HIS PATIENCE AND VAnVtO*STRTkA 


. ^ C 
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THAT ANY NEGRO CAN REACH THE END OF HIS PATIENCE AND WANT. TO STRll^£r0UT'^\- 


END ?..ZE ONE 
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PAGE TUO 


AND STRIKE BACK. BUT IT IS NOT COURAGE NOR MILITANCY TO STRIKIOUT 
BLINDLY. OUR ENEMIES HAVE ALUAYS HOPED THAT WE WOULD LOSE OUR l^DS 
AND RIOT AGAINST THE GUILTY AND INNOCENT ALIKE. THIS ENABLES THEM TO 
ARGUE TK.-.T UE HAVEN-T DECENCY OR GOOD SENSE. I SPEAK TO YOU AS ONE 
WHO HAD VO MARCH WITH OTHER NEGROES AGAINST GUNS, CLUBS, DOGS AND 
WHIPS AND WHO WON VICTORIES OVER CRUEL AND BARBAROUS SHERIFFS AND KLANS- 
KEN. UE WON VICTORIES BECAUSE WE HAD A GREATER WEAPON - DISCIPLINE, 
COOL HEADS, AND IRON DETERMINATION NOT TO PROVOKE INTO VIOLENCE. OUR 
ADVERSARIES HAVE ALWAYS KNOWN WHAT TO DO WHEN WE LOST OUR HEADS - IT 
GAVE THEM A CHANCE TO BEAT OUT HEADS. THEY HAVE NEVER KNOWN WHAT TO DO 
WHEN WE REFUSED VO BE SUCKED INTO THE TRAP OF VIOLENCE.' ^ 

"VCNIGKT THE WHOLE wGRLD IS WATCHING YOU. IF YOU WANT ALL AMERICA 
TO RESPECT YOU, IF YOU WANT THE WORLD TO KNOW THAT YOU ARE MEN, PUT 
DOWN YOUR WEAPONS AMD YOUR ROCKS. GET A COMMITTEE TOGETHER TO DRAW UP 
DEMANDS. IF YOU WANT ^5Y HELP I WILL SIT WITH YOU AND PLAN HOW TO IM¬ 
PROVE YOUR CONDITIONS. \ 

-NEGROES IN THE SOUTH WERE NOT LESS OPPRESSED THAN YOU AND WE HAVE 
RUN JIM CROW FROM THOUSANDS OF PLACES WITHOUT USING A ROCK OR A BULLET. 
END PAGE TWO 
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UE MADE MILLIONS OF VJKITE AMERICANS SICK AND ASHAMED OF THEIR PRACTICES 
AND BY OUR DISCIPLINE UON MANY TO OUR SIDE, YOU ARE HARMING YOURSELVES 


NOV THE SELaEGATIONISTS, TONIGHT IN THE SOUTH, THE SEGREGATIONIST IS 
DELIGHTED. KE HAS MADE YOU LOSE YOUR TEMPER AND FOR A FEU MOMENTS OF 


EMOTIONAL EXCITEMENT AND RELIEF YOU ARE CONDUCTING YOURSELF WITHOUT 
REASON, WITHOUT A NAME AND WITHOUT A GOAL. YOU ARE NOT AN ARMY OF NEGRO 


PEOPLE IF YOU FIGHT WITHOUT REASON. OUR PEOPLE ARE NOT RIOTERS AND ARE 
NOT LOOTERS. COME E.-.:.: OUR RANKS WHERE THERE IS ROOM FOR HONEST 


COURAGE AND MILIVANOE - WHERE REAL AND PERMANENT VICTORIES HAVE BEEN 


UON AND WILL EE WOi; IN THE RIGHT WAY. 


"THE MAN WHO COCLS OFF, WHO PUTS DOWN HIS WEAPON AND STANDS UP 
WITH on:.'.' his eddy is the man OF COURAGE. DON-T LET US DOWN HERE IN THE 
SOUTH. ^ON-T ^-SCRED:? BRAVE NEGROES IN JAILS IN JOHANNESBURG. DON-T 
SE. YOLL^ELF EACK. YOU CAN STILL WIN A GREAT VICTORY BY HALTING THE 


fight:.;l decause there is more honor and dignity in looking the other 

SIDE £:_ RELY Z'A THE EYE AND DEMANDING YOUR RIGHTS THAN THERE IS IN 

struggl:.:g in blind fury, in the name of brave negroes who have died 


IN THE SCMEi* OVER THE PAST TEN YEARS OF BITTE.R STRUGGLE, I APPEAL TO ^ 


e,:d pa:e three 
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YOU TO E\’D T;-;r kc^'::^:vies so that together we can march forward for 
REAL GAINS FOR C JR PEOPLE EVERYWHERE*"A 




DORA STATED SHE WOULD RELAY THE STATEMENT TO KING FOR HIS APPROVAL. 

END 

FOR RELAY 
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UNITED STATES CC^ RNMENT .) 

Memorandum information contained 

MPppN 'CIINPI A^SIFIED^^ ^ 

• /\ DlWcTOR, FBI ■DAf£ii!74^^ -L’i _ 8/20/65 

/ / f ATT; FBI LABORATORY ^ . 

FROM Y^C SAN FRANCISCO (9-1957) r 


rr 

!*« * 
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'■UNITED STATES 


subject: unsub ; 

Governor EDMUND G. BROV/N - VICTIM 
EXTORTION - RACIAL MATTERS 
(00: Los Angeles) / 


\ /-r-- 


‘ i'seecs 


Remytel to Bureau anff Eos~‘ Aneot 9 o ^-B/lfl/.65 and 
reButel 8/19/65. 


Enclosed to the Bureau is the original and 1 copy 
of postcard postmarked Los Angeles, Calif., PM, Aug. 17, 

1965, and addressed to "Governor Brown, Sacramento, Calif.", 
which reads, "L.A., Cal., Dear Sir: King will be shot!!! even 
by one of his so as to create greater havoc. Remember you 
haw - been told!" 

It is requested the handwriting be compared with 
that in the Anonymous Letter File and Los Angeles advised 
of the results. 

Also enclosed for the Bureau are original and 6 copies 
of a letterhead memorandum suitable for dissemination. One copy 
of this letterhead has been furnished locally to Secret Service, 

Enclosed for Los Angeles is a copy of the letterhead 
memorandum and 2 copies of above-quoted postcard. 

Enclosed for Atlanta is one copy of the letterhead 
memorandum. 


w 
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.U-/- Bureau (Ends. .9)(AM REGISTERED) 
(1 - 100-106670) 

2 - Los Angeles (Ends. 3) 

1 - Atlanta (100-5586) (End, 1) 

2 - San Francisco . 

(1 - 100-51914A) 

PJM:ab y / a’ 
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ORIGINAL FILED ttJ 






In Rtply^ FUa$€ Rtjtr tn 
Fi/tVVo. 


C' 


UMT'> I STATES DEPARTMENT OF .CSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

San Francisco, California 
August 20, 196S 


UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 

Governor EDMUl'ID G. BROWN, 
California - VICTIM 


Information was received on August 18, 1965, from 
John Mclnerney, Governor's Office, Sacramento, California, 
to the effect that an anonymous postcard was received on the 
morning of August 18, 1965, addressed to Governor Edmund G. 
Brown marked "Urgent." This card was postmarked at Los 
Angeles, California, during the afternoon hours of August 17, 
1965. It stated, "Dear Sir, King will be shot!!! even by one 
• of his so as to create greater havoc. Remember you itzsfa been 
told!" 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

OATEjO^rf-BY ^ FV JtLrvIt *- 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your 
agency. 
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Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


Date: 8A9/65 

n_ 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

__ AIR MAIL - REGISTERED 

~ (Prionty) ~ 

- 

DIRECTOR, FBI (IOO-IO 667 O) ' 

SAC, LOS ANGEIZS (100-57229) (P) 

MARTIN LUTHE^ KING, JR. ^ 

® " v.1^ 

00: ATLANTA P 


V 1 ^ 


Re los Angeles teletypes to the Director and 
Atlanta dated 8A7/65 and 8 A 8/65 


j/^ 


Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are eight (8) 
ies of a letterhead memorandum with two copies for Atlanta 



! f 


LOS ANGELES 

AT LOS ANGELES .C^IPOroTIA ; Will follow and report^ 
pertinent activities of KINilr while in Los Angeles and report 
hU departure and destinati^ HPlAc\//#/J 1 a // n a 

^ - Atlanta (Enc. 2 (RM) (IOO- 5586 ) 

I4 WB SO fe 

MP!dek icc * ^ r. BM i 

808 RB AtfENCY: ;ACSI. ONJ, OSijSEC. SER-f— — 

DEPT: ISd, CRD, 


o f 1 ! 


HOW FORW: 


Special Agent in Charg 
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I MTKI) STATKS DKKAKTMLNT OK JLSTICE 
FKD"RAL KL'REAL OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
Pile A o. 


Los Angeles, California 
August 19, 1965 


^"nutriTiAr 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR> 
SECURITY MATTER - C 



A source, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised on August 17> 1965> that King and party 
arrived at International Airport, Los Angeles, shortly after 
1:00 p.m, on August 17> 1965> "by National Airlines, flight 4l. 
King was met by a security guard of several uniformed officers 
of the Los Angeles Police Department (LAID), plain-clothesmen 
of the LAPD and airport guards, in addition to a large number 
of reporters, photographers and representatives of news media. 


King held a press conference at the airport Immediately 
after his arrival. A press release was distributed prior to 
the question and answer portion of the conference. In the press 
release King stressed the necessity for nonviolence in settling 
Negro problems and stated that it is the ^ob of "all Americans 
to right the wrong from which such violence springs." He 
called for responsibility from both Negroes and Caucasians. 

The release stated that criminal responses are "environmental". 
The release stated that he had come to Los Angeles at the 
request of individuals and organizations, who were not 
Identified by name, and that he had come to support "responsible" 
Negroes. The release listed a five point program which included 
ministering to thousands of Negroes innocent of any wrongdoing 
who have lost their homes and jobs and to pledge the support 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) to 
morally and financially assist these people; to visit Negroes 
in prison in an attempt to find ways in which they can help 
repair the damage done and attempt to redeem themselves; to 
maintain contact and communication with the white community 
and work out programs to prevent future disturbances of this 
serious nature; to confer with local government leaders if 
they so desire in an effort to try and eliminate problems 
that lead to rioting and to present his own ideas for 
immediate and long range action for consideration of local 
civic and political leaders. 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING 
SECURITY MATTER - 
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Source advised that during the question and answer 
portion of the press conference King was asked to give an 
evaluation of the rioting in Los Angeles and he stated that 
as yet he had not formed eui accurate evaluation of the causes. 
When asked if he would meet with Chief of Police Parker^ 

King gave no direct answer to the question. 

Neither in the prepared release nor in the question 
and answer session was any reference made to Viet Nam. 

The "Herald Examiner", a daily metropolitan 
Los Angeles newspaper, for August 17, 19^5, section A, page 3, 
carried an article captioned "Dr. King Here to Wring Good Prom 
Evil". The article concerned the press conference King held 
at International Airport following his arrival and quoted him 
as stating that he had "come to listen" and that he would make 
no Judgments until he had met with Negro and white leaders and 
visited the strife tom Watts area. He described the rioting 
as a "blind, misguidea revolt against society and authority". 
King praised the leadership in the Negro community and named 
responsible Negro leaders in Los Angeles as the Reverend H. H. 
Brookins, head of the UnHiadCivil Rights Committee, Thomas 
Kilgore, Western Division Director for the SCLC, and Norman B. 

-<4{ouston, NAACP leader, all of Los Angeles. 

The "Los Angeles Times", a daily metropolitan 
Los Angeles newspaper, for August 18, 1965, part 1, page 3, 
carried an article entitled "Dr. King Arrives Here to Study 
Riot Problems". The article quoted King, in referring to the 
Los Angeles riots, as stating, "This has been an evil situation. 
King stated that he definitely would tour the scene of the 
riots and hoped to visit the Jails and "minister to those 
Involved in the rioting". The article further states, "The 
Negro leader, whose visit was called untimely Monday by Governor 
Brown, said he came here at the invitation of a number of 
concerned individuals and major organizations," The article 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 



further that King ^) 

and his party were scheduled to visit the Watts area of 
Los Angeles where the rioting centered. 

The ”Los Angeles Times" final edition for August 19, 
1965 , carried an article captioned "Dr. King Hears Watts 
Protests Over Heckling". The article stated that there was 
some heckling when King spoke to a crowd in the devastated 
Watts business district but that most of the 500 persons 
present treated the civil rights leader with "affection and 
respect". King was quoted as stating that he would do all in 
his power to §et Parker and Yorty (Chief of Police Parker and 
Mayor-'Yorty) to come out to Watts and listen to your problems. 

The article further stated that King had met with 
(governor Brown later in the day and that In the meeting he 
urged Brown to support a police civilian review board in 
Los Angeles and to push for release of Federal anti-poverty 
funds and to visit the VJatts area. 


The article further stated that King said that most 
of the people he talked to wanted Parker removed but Governor 
Brown defended Parker and refused to consider his removal. 


The same article stated that King mentioned he had 
had a "lengthy off the record conference" with Otis-fJhandler, 
publisher of the "Los Angeles Times”^ which King described as 
^'very fruitful" but declined to divulge any details of their 
conversation. 


At a television news broadcast on TV channel 7, KABC, 
Los Angeles, at 11:00 p.m. on August I 8 , 1965> ^ film was shown 
of a joint interview with California Governor Edmund G-r^rown 
and Martin Luther King concerning the Los Angeles riots. King 
stated that the underlying cause of the riots was the 
deprivation in the Watts area. He further stated that he had 
spoken with numerous Los Angeles Negro leaders who expressed 
the feeling that Chief of Police William H.-barker is 




MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR 
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insensitive to the needs of the Negro ccaniflunlty. King further 
stated that Negro leaders in Los Angeles are desirous of a 
police review board. Governor Brown indicated that he was 
against such a review board and further that he absolutely does 
not support the removal of Chief Parker. 

In "The Saturday Evening Post" issue of 
July 11-18, ISSh, page 76 , Bayard Rustin is the 
subject of ft feature article captioned: "The Lone 
Wolf of Civil Rights”. In it, Rustin is said to 
have come to New York in 1938, as an organizer 
for the Young Communist League (YCL), and as 
such, he had the Job of recruiting students for 
the "Party". Furthermore, the article reports 
that during his first years in New York. Rustin 
gave most of his earnings to the "Party’’. He 
reportedly left the "Party" in 19^1, the article 
states. 


The YCL has been designated pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450, 

The "Doily Worker", February 11, 1957, 
page 1, column 2, reported that Bayard Rustin, 

Executive Secretary, War Resisters League, was an 
observer at the l6th National Convention of the 
Communist Party, United States of America (CP, USA), 
held in New York City, on February 9-12, 1957. 

The "Daily Worker" was an East Coast 
Ccaranunist publication until it ceased publication 
on January 33> 1958. 

This document contains neither reconmendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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CONFEEEiXE (SCLC) 
(U.S.D.C., D.C.) 


.al 


Serial' ~pv.llr.M 
U.S, District JuJ 
National Arcliives 


froia this file under court order of 
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National Archives. 
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Date: 8/19/65 


Tronsmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


(Type in plaintext or code) 




Vio 


(Priority) 






I' 


It is noted that referenced Atlanta teletype advised V 
that Reverend KING would remain in Los Angeles and would not 
keep his commitment to speak in Montreat, N, C,, on evening 


i 


% 


T(^ DIRECTOR, FBI (IOO-IO667 O) 
V^rAi; sac, CHARLOTK (100-10075) 

6ng, 


MARTIN LUTHER 
SM - C 


JR • 



Re Charlotte airtel to Director, 8/I7/65, enclosing 
LHM and Atlanta teletype to Director, 8/18/65, concerning ^ >1 
King's scheduled appearance Montreat, N, C,, 0/19/65. J A 


a 





__ Mo\ 
"advised SA| 
official noT 


on 


Ration, Montreat, N, C., 
that her office liad received 
fat Reverend Martin Luther King, 


I 




Jr,, had postponed his speech scheduled for Montreat, N. C,, 
8/19/65# hut may speak at a later time during current conference 
which ends Sunday, 8/22/65. 




The Asheville Citizen , a daily Asheville, N, C., 
newspaper, in Its" issue oi'' h/19/65, contained an article 
confirming that Dr. King would not appear in Montreat and the 
article stated that Dr. GA'551AUD S, WIIMORE, JR,, New York City, 
who is executive director. Committee on Religion and Race, 

United Presbyterian Church, USA, will fly from Los Angeles 
to Montreat, 8/19/65# and will speak that evening on the 
situation in Los Angeles, 

A - rntb/oO ■/(:(( fa - 

^ - Atlanta (100-5586) (RM) -^ ^JU\l ^ 

2 - Charlotte 

3 AUG 20 1965 

RIK:lrf ' » < . ;i, 

(7) ' ’ 




vnvf^ 






Sent 


.M Per 


cial Agent in Charge 
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Transmit the following in 


Via 


^ ■ ( 
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\ 



F B 1 

Date: 



(Type in plaintext or code) 

-i 


(priority) j 

_L 


CE 100-10075 


Local police authorities cognizant. 

Bureau and Atlanta will be kept advised of 
developments and Atlanta requested to furnish Charlotte any 
Information received in connection with Dr. KING'S possible 
appearance at Montreat, N, C*, dxirlng current conference 
which ends 8/22/65. 


Approved: _ Sent 

Special Agent in Charge 


M Per 
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COMMUNICATiOMS SECTIOtf 


FBI VASH DC 


AUfi 21 ’ 1965 
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>\i. \ 

«i. a _ 


TELETYPE 


FBI CHARLT 


7441 PH EST URGENT 8'20»69 BSH 


ECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 


OH SAC, CHARLOTTE (100-10075) 




KL*/ 


Ah. (\ _ 

Air. Caijshan_ 

JMr. C\:iiad_ 

I Ah. Fch _ 

i Mr. _ 

Ah. K,^. 11 . ^ 

lii. Tiivti! 

Air. Tr _ 

1 fe; ??*nboD_ 

A::£B HclmcL_ 


mRTIN LUTHER KING, JR. SH*C. 


RE ATUNTA TELETYPE, AUG. TWENTY, INSTANT 



bfiSj 


ADVISED HE HAD RECEIVED INFORHATION 


THAT SUBJECT IS TO APPEAR AT HONTREAT AT TWQ_PH_a< 


AUG. TWENTYONE , NEXT. HILITARY INTELLIGENCE, SECRET SERV ICE 
AND STATE AND LOCAL AUTHORllts ADVISED* 


COPY TO ATLANTA BY AH. 


END#.- 
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FBI WAS)! DC 
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y. I 


3 AUG 23l«f5S 
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f^or-yar 


'64 






,/ ALL INFORMATION CONTAINHJ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOfPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 



Deleted under exemption(s) _ 
material available for release to you. 


MtX 


with no segregable 


n Infonnation pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

CH Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) _ 

___ was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agencyties); _ 

_ as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(B) withheld for the following reasonts): 


[ I For your infoimation: 



The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE(S) X 
jjNO DUPLICATION FEE x 

XXXXXX X FOR THIS PAGE X 

xxxxxx XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

XXXXXX 
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FBI OKLACITY 

3^W CST URGENT 8-21-65 MXP 
ro DIRECTOR /lOO-106670/ AND ATLANTA 
FROM OKLAHOMA CITY /100-7259/ 2P 

MARTIN LUTHEfftiNG, JR, SM - C. 


AMERICAN AIRLINES RESERVATION OFFICE, DALLAS, TEXAS 
ADVISED ANONYMOUS CALL RECEIVED SHORTLY PRIOR TO TWO PM THIS 
DATE FROM OKLAHOMA CITY, MALE INDIVIDUAL INQUIRED AS TO WHEN 
FLIGHT FROM BIRMINGHAM WOULD ARRIVE IN OKLAHOMA CITY THIS DATE. 
CALLER WAS ADVISED BRANIFF FLIGHT NINE EIGHT TWO WOULD ARRIVE 
OKLAHOMA CITY AT FOUR EIGHTEEN PM AUGUST TWENTYONE , INSTANT, 
CALLER THEN STATED MARTIN LUTHER KING IS COMING TO OKLAHOMA 
CITY FROM BIRMINGHAM, REFERRED TO KING AS "NIGGER* AND STATED 

f 

"1 AM GOING TO GET HIM," CALLER REQUESTED RESERVATION CLERK TO 
FORGET HIS CALL AND HUNG UP TELEPHONE. 

INQUIRY AIRLINES, OKLAHOMA CITY, REFLECTS ONLY TWO FLIGHTS 

*» 

THIS DATE ARRIVING OKLAHOMA CITY FROM BIRMINGHAM—BRANIFF 


FLIGHT NINE EIGHT TWO ARRIVING FOUR EIGHTEEN PM AND BRANIFI 
FLIGHT ONE FIVE TWO ARRIVING FOUR ZERO ONE pfTJfrf'r ALS 



k. 


BRANIFF AIRLINES, OKLAHOMA: CWJf, PASSENGER 

LISTS ON THESE TWO FLIGHTS FAILED JO REFLECT KING Afi^SSENGER 
r, END PAGE ONE , . •' 









PAGE TWO 


^ • 



( 




1 


NO INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO OKLAHOMA CITY INDICATING MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR., IS SCHEDULED TO BE IN OKLAHOMA CITY. 

OKUHOMA CITY PD HAS BEEN ADVISED OF ABOVE THREAT AND 
SA*S OF THIS OFFICE WILL OBSERVE ARRIVAL OF ABOVE TWO BRANIFF 
FLI6HTS . 

BUREAU AND ATLANTA WILL BE ADVISED IN THE EVENT KING DOES 
ARRIVE OKLAHOMA CITY. 

NO ADDITIONAL ACTION CONTEMPLATED BY THIS OFFICE. LETTERHEAD 
MEMO FOLLOWS. 

END AND ACK PLS 

WA OHS 

FBI WASH DC 

AT CJS 

FBI ATUNTA 

DIS 
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GA PLS^ 


332 PM PDT URGENT 8-20-65 PLS 


TO DIRECT 




r?MS] 


WEsm._ 

.m 


AUG 2 0196b 
teletype 


ATLANTA 

FROM LOS ANGELES (100-57229) 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. SM -C. 


'#1 


M.- _ 

Mr | 

Mr .V hr_! 

Mi i 

Mr. Ciwp^r_i_ ; 

Mr. ' 

Mr. CoTirad_j 

Mr. Fait__ 

Mr. Gnle ^ I 
Mr. Ro5eix_J!lX 
Mr. 

Mr. Tnv^l _ / | j 

Mr. TroUer_ I 

Tele. _ f 

Miss j 

Mise Gandy j 


RE LOS ANGELES TELETYPE AUGUST NINETEEN LAST. 

KING DEPARTED LOS ANGELES TODAY, THREE ZERO FIVE PJ^JU 
DaTA FLIGHT EIGHT ZERO FOUR TO ARRIVE ATLANTA, NINE FIFTYTWO 


PM THIS DATE. 

LHM FOLLOWS. 


VA LLD 
FBI WASH DC 

FBI ATLANYXXX QLANTARD3 
FBI ATLANTA 




tt- 


j 


, / 

A". A,..' \i 

\ J kV 




V ! 




^ r , 


AvX, 


■ V 


f * t ^ C“ d 

- ^ J O ^ 




• V / 





( 


FD-36 (R*v. 5-22-60 


Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


Date: 8/20/65 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIR MAIL - REGISTERED 


(Priority) 




ERECTOR, 
SAC, SAfM 


(100-106670) 
FRANCISCO (100-52821) 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, 


Mr. ToiBoii— 
Mr. BplmontL- 
Mt. Mohr — 
Mr. DcLrach 
Mr. Casper 
Mr. CftliarRn 
Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Felt_ 

MdT Gale- 




IBCO A 

of affidavit by PRUSSION and mauiy copies have been received fro® 
all over the country. He is a former San Francisco informant 
who has become a professional anti-communist^^^ 

Chicago need take no action. 


100-53902)(CIRM) 


, CONHDENTIAL 

Approved: _ Sent_M Per 

51AUG27l96y‘''**“‘"“"''' 


s^ ■ V;r r^, ... 1 - :ns/.-(Hr'viV'r-rr 
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... 

^ _ I 

. I 


FBI CHARLT 
7:48 R 





EST 8*2i-6S URGENT RLF 
DIRECTOR <100-106670) AND ATLANTA (100-5586) 
CHARLOTTE (100-10075) 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. SM DASH C. 



t7»; ' 

RE CHARLOTTE TELEHPE TO DIRECTOR AUGUST THENT 
SO ASHEVILLE, N.C. ADVISED KING ARRIVED ASHEVILLE, N.C. AIRPORT APPROX 
IMATELY ONE P.M .^oJaY ON CESSNA THREE ONE ZERO AIRCRAFT NUMBER 
TVO NINE ONE FIVE R, CHARTERED FROM AIRCRAFT CHARTE, INC., 

ATLANTA, GA . KING APPEARED AS SPEAKER BEFORE PRESBYTER IAN 
CHRISTIAN ACTION CONFERENCE AT MO NTREAT, N .C., FROM TWO P J1 . TO 


THREE THIRTY P.M. AND LEFT ASHEVILL E , N X ., 

AIRPORT FIVE TEN P.M. TODAY FOR ATLANTA. TRIP AND SPEECH OCCURRED 
VITHOUT INCIDENT. 


LHM FOLLOWS. 

END . 

VA . • JiLS 
FBI WASH DC 
AT .. JIRK 
FBI ATUNTA 
TU7J7 


691 i 

ALL I’^FOA'.iViiOr; CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
nuTF by S 



5;> Auo ..i 1365 






3 AUG 23 WS 


^ 4 


• 

FD-!ie IM-St) 


CLASSIFIED AND Alftm/lA^ 

EXTENDED BV-.-^rT-'W— 

EcAi'^N FOR CXTEttcw'N 
FCIM. IL '•‘^•^••2 --::•. 


Transm 


DATE OF 


FBI 


Dot*: 8/17/6J 


TIAL 


I 


Nv } 


Vjg AIRTEL 


^ (Typt to plalm fMi or toio) 

AIRMAIL - REGISTERED _ 

(Priority or MoUtoi of MoUimg) 




‘bP I 

fl“» 

IcSs 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-438794) 
’sac, BIRMINGHAM (157-115)(P) 


JBJECT: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE (SCLC) 

IS - C ^ 


" rr -T • T 7 ^ 

'• :.riZD 


■_^ 


C-KI!-vhIS£ 


J 8-13-65. 

I I Enclosed for the ^reau are eight copies of letterhead 

Hmernorandun. Two copies of LHM are enclosed to Atlanta, seven 
peoples to New York, and one copy each to all other offices re- 
'^celvlng copies of this communication. 


rT). Bureau (100-438794) (Enc. 8) (Rl(£> 

ttlV 100-106670)(MART1N_LUTHER RING) 
2 - Atlanta (100-4486)(Enc. 2)^Ri)—1~- 
(1 - 100-5718)(COMINFIL SCLC) 1 - 
1 - Baltimore (Info)(Enc. 1) (RM) 1 - 

1 - Cincinnati (Info)Enc. 1) (RM) 7 - 

1 - Cleveland (Info)(Enc. 1) (RM) 

1 - Charlotte (Info)(Enc. 1) (RM) 

1 - Dallas (Info)(Enc. 1) (RM) 

1 - Detroit (Info)(Enc. 1) (RM) 

1 - Jackson (Info)(Enc. 1) (RM) 

1 - Jacksonville (Info)(Enc.l)(RM) 

1 - Knoxville (Info)(Enc. 1) (RM) 

1 - Little Bock (Info)(Enc. 1)(RM) 3 - 

1 - Louisville (Info)(Enc. 1) (RM) 

1 - Memphis (Info)(Enc. 1) (RM) 

1 - Mobile (Info)(Enc. 1) (RM) 

1 - Miami (Info)(Enc. 1) (RM) 

1 - New Orleans (Info)(Enc. 1)(RM) 

1 - New Haven (Info)(Enc. 1)(RM) 

1 - Newark (Info)(Enc. 1)(RM) 


Richmond (Info)(Enc.1)RM 
Savannah (info)(Enc.1)RM 
WFO (Info)(Enc. 1) RM 
New York (Enc. 7) RM 
(1 - 100-46729) 

(1 - 100-73250) 

(l - 100-111180) 

(1 - 100-136585) 

(1 - 100-148289) 

(1 - 100-153735) 

(1 - 100-149194) 
Birmingham 
(2 - 157-115 


tO) 


CBSihss 

( 36 ) 

^^augsiisbs 


/0 <^- ^ 

NOT RECORDED ' 
18G AUG 27 t965 




Approved: 


.M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 





BH 157-115 


I lAL 


This letterhead Bemorandim has been disseminated 
locally to Military Intelligence Agencies and U. S. Secret 
Service, Biraingham. 
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i» ntply, FlamM 
FIUN0, 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1400 - 2121 Building 
Birmlnghan, Alabann'' 

August 17, 1965 





COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF 
THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE(SCLC> 


Id'7( 


as follows: 

The SCLC held a nass Meeting at the Biz^lnghaii 
City Auditorium at 8:00 P.M., August 12, 1965, without 
incident. Approximately 3,500 people were in attendance 
and about $17,000.00 collection was taken in. Reverend 
Martin Luther King made a short speech at the end of the 
iaOBtinge He wE8 fcrced to cut his speech short due to 
the lateness of the hour as people began walking out. The 
only topic he discussed was the war in Viet Nam. He stated 
the United States Government should negotiate a peace; that 
war is evil. King said he had been advised to leave the 
war to experts, but he is not going to follow this advice. 

He mentioned the Bay of Pigs and two current books con« 
cerning the late President Kennedy, stating that Kennedy 
regretted he depended so much on experts* Reverend King 
stated that new diplomatic machinery should be created to 
negotiate a peace. 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 11:45 P.M., 
CST. No prayer vigil or night march was held and the crowd 

dispersed peacefully. 

The "Birmingham Post~Herald" for Friday, August 13, 
1965, carried a story on page 7 entitled *'500 Stage March Here 
This article is set out as follows: 


■ • > 
a,ciosaBi>^a 


l.-T> 


BFA" N FCR EXTENSION 

flU. 1 ;. T *2.4.2... 

- ori/rC'cAJ CnR ^ ^ 

DECLASSIFICAT ION. - -G7.1. t. 

» £> 7*6 


/ /s 
( 
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RE: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF 
THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 


"Approximately 500 whites and Negroes, almost 
all delegates to the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC), demonstrated yesterday In pro« 
test of alleged unfair hiring practices by the 
Bimlngham-Jefferson County personnel board* 

"The group, which had obtained a parade permit, 
left the L. R. Hall Building and walked to the City 
Hall and then to the Courthouse* 



"The demonstrators prayed in front of City Hall 
and then heard a speech at the Courthouse* 

"After the speech, they sang *We Shall Overcome,* 
and then walked back to the L. R. Hall building for 
some workshops*" 



Reverend Ralph Abernathy stated that the SCLC 
Board Members are concerned about recovering some $50,000 
to $100,000 in bond money which was put up by SCLC In 
Birmingham In 1963. Rev«_ Aber nathy commented on August 13, 

1965, that a man by the name of Stanle y Lev isdttT' among- 

others, jsex^ed on a committee during-this SCL C con vention 
to cbeciT the'financial records of SCLC for the past fiscal 
year.-^^ 


’ xr w -vr -fY 'r--- 
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RE:’ COMMUNIST'INFILTRATION OP 
THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 



On the night of August 11, 19^5» Andrew Young, 
Official of the SCLC, presented Bayard Rustin to the SCLC 
at the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church. Reverend Young 
described him as the "Senior Civil Rights Worker" in the 
United States. 


On August 12, 1965# PBI Agents observed Harry H. 
Wachtel in the lobby of the Thomas Jefferson Hotel at about 
2:30 P.M. He was standing by the registration desk when a 
party, including Dr. Martin Luther King and a woman, later 
ascertained to be Mrs. King, came in. Wachtel greeted the 
Kings and then engaged in conversation with Dr. King. 
Wachtel returned to two unidentified Negro men, who were 
standing nearby, at which time he turned and gestured to 
Rev. King, stating "Will you be available at 8:00 tomorrow 
morning?", at which time Rev. King said, "8:00 tomorrow 
morning will be fine." 



Lawrence 


fmSmSfgmm 


D. Reddick spoxe attn^^W^TTonvencion on tfTe nlgh^^f 
the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church, 

Dr. Reddick introduced United Nations Ambasi 
from Nigeria, who made the principal speech 
Adebo spoke on the "black revolution." 




r 


} 


h 





BE: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION '>F 
THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCif 


In "The Saturdr* Evening Post' issue of July Il¬ 
ls, 1964, page 76, Bayard ^stin is the bject of a feature 
article captioned, "The Lone Wolf of Ci'^i Rights." Tn it, 
Rustln is said to have come to New Tori in 1938 as an 
organizer for the Toung Communist League (YCL) and, as 
such, he had the Job of recruiting students for the "Party". 
Furthermore, the article reports that during his first 
years in New York, Rustin gave most of his earnings to 
the "Party". He reportedly left the "Party" in 1841, 
the article states. 


The YCL has been designated pursuant to Executive ^ 

Order 10450. 


The "Daily Worker", February 11, 1957, page one, 
column 2, reported that Bayard Rustin, Executive Secretary, 
War Resisters League, was an observer at the "'fith National 
Convention of the Communist Party, United S( < < • of America 
(CP, USA), held in New York City on February 9-12, 1957. 


The "Daily Worker" was an East Coast Communist 
publication until it ceased publication on January 13, 1958. 






I, vuat sayaro Kustin contacted Benjamin 
)avis on those dates and sought his advice as to how he 
could escape from a speaking engagement to which he was 
committed. On the latter contact, Davis told Rustin he 
was working on his request and had contacted friends who 
had contacts with the group to which Rustin was to speak.! 
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RE: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF 
THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 


"The New York Times", August 24, 1964, page 27, 
column 4, reports that Benjamin J. Davis, National Secretarf, 
CP, USA, died in New York City on the night of August 22, 
1964. 


Harry Nachtel is the Executive Vice President of 
the Gandhi Society for Human Rights, 15 East 40tb Street, 
New York, New York. Be resides at 29 Split Rock Drive, 
Kings Point, Long Island, New York. 



A characterization of the National Lawyers Guild 
is attached hereto. 



With respect to the Gandhi Society for Human 
Rights, it is to be noted that this organization is an 
adjunct of the SCLC, of which Martin Luther King, Jr., 
is the president and serves to raise funds for the SCLC. 


Lawrence Dtinbar Reddick is a professor at Coppin 
State College, Baltimore, Maryland, and currently resides 
in Baltimore. On September 17, 1943, a confidential source 
advised she had learned that 1^. Reddick, who was then 
Director of the Schomburg Library, 103 Vest 135th Street, 
New York City, was one of the most Important unpublicized 
members of the Communist Party. 
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APPENDIX 
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NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD 


The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications," revised and published as of December 1, 

1961, prepared and released by the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, United States House of Representatives, 
Washington, D.C., contains the following concerning the 
National Lasers Guild: 

"National Lawyers Guild: 

"!• Cited as a Communist front. 

(Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, House Report 1311 on the 
CIO Political Action Committee, 

March 29, 1944, p. 149.) 

"2. Cited as a Communist front which *is 
the foremost legal bulwark of the 
Communist Party, its front organizations, 
and controlled unions* and which *since 
its inception has never failed to rally 
to the legal defense of the Communist 
Party and individual members thereof, 
including known espionage agents.* 

(Committee on Un-American Activities, 

House Report 3123 on the National Lawyers 
Guild, September 21, 1950, originally 
related September 17, 1950.) 

"3. *To defend the cases of Communist law¬ 
breakers, fronts have been devised making 
special appeals in behalf of civil liberties 
and reaching out far beyond the confines 
of the Communist Party itself. Among these 
organizations are the ♦ ♦ * National 
Lawyers Guild. ' When the Communist Party 
itself is under fire, these offer a bulwark 
of protection.* (Internal Security Sub¬ 
committee of the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
Handbook for Americans, S. Doc. 117, April 23, 
1956, p. 91.)" 
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in Reply* PteoM Rrfer$e 


V . i • 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL 9VBEAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Birmingham, Alabama 
August 17, 1965 


Title: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF 

THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 


Character: INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

Reference: Letterhead Memorandum dated 

August 17, 1965, at Birmingham, 
Alabama. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished 
reliable information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency* 
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AEFBI WASH DC 


FBI LOS ANQ. 

159 Ajr URGENT 8-19-65 DLE 


ClCfivj. I 

.MS. 







: Or. C:‘ per_ 

; Mr. C; ) .'.’.lan_ 

J Mr. (.> nrad _ 

Mr. VMt_ 

I Mi. r;,.*e y' 

!:.rr. K -’n. 


ALLIiNrCRI'JlATIONCOMTAINED 

lOH LOS ANOELES «I57-I000>,jrnp.; |s uivOLASSiFiED 

: ■ ■ Bys oy.\tWA>A t. 

Uo-7V^ 

RACIAL RIOT, ONE HUNDRED SIXTEENTH AND AVALON BLVD., 

LOS ANGELES, AUGUST ELEVEN LAST. EKi 


REHYTEL AUGUST EIGHTEEN LAST. 

AT ELEVEN PM AUGUST EIGHTEEN LAST, TV NEWS BROADCAST 

CHANNEL SEVEN, GOVERNOR EDMUND 6. BROWN AND MARTIN LUTHE 

9 Lo <, 



KING GAVE JOINT INTERVIEW ON CT RIOT. KN^ STATED ECONOMIC 

DEPRIVATION IN WATTS AREA WAS UNDERLYING CAUSE OF RIOT. HE STATED 1 

loi ^ 

HE HAD SPOKEN WITH NUMEROUS tA NEGRO LEADERS WHO EXPRESSED THE FEEDING 

CHIEF WILLIAM H. PARKER IS INSENSITIVE TO THE NEEDS OF NEGRO — x 

COMMUNITY. KING STATED NEGRO LEADERS DESIRE POLICE REVIEW BOARD. 

GOVERNOR BROWnInDICATED HE IS AGAINST SUCH A BOARD. BROWN^STAT^ D^ / 

HE ABSOLUTELY bOES NOT SUPPORT THE REMOVAL OF CHIEF PARKER. 

FULL DETAILS BEING OBTAINED. CHM l^LOWS. 


END 

WA...HFL 
FBI WASH DC 
TUP 


I 'M > . 






r. tor thc direciOr 




j j .1 c) 


NOT RECORDED 
183. AUG 23 1965 
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FBI NEW YORK 


i : ^ 
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10-37 PW URGENT 8-14-65 JCK 
TO DIRECTOR -7- J ATLANTA, LOS ANGLES, AND SAN JUAN 

\tLANTA, LOS ANGELES, AND SAN JUAN VIA WASHINGTON - ENCODED 
FROM NEW YORK 


DZCL-'.SSiriED BY 

OB \^- ■ 

RACIAL SITUATION - LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA RM 

FILES.. BUREAU 100-106670, ATLANTA 100-5586, AND NEW YORK 
100-136585. 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, 


SM-C. 






RE NEW YORK TELETYPE TO BUREAOAUGUST FOURTEEN, SIXTYFIVE. 

REPORTED THAT DURING 

AFTERNOON AUGUST FOURTEEN, SIXTYFIVE, MARTIN LUTHER KING , JR. CONTACTED 
BAYARD RUSTIN IN YORK CITY. KING ADVISED THAT HE WAS AT THE AIRPORT 
/DID NOT GIVE NAME OR LOCATION/ WAITING TO BOARD A FLIGHT FOR SAN JUAN, 
PUERTO RICO, /WHICH DEPARTED AROUND TWO PM/ WHERE HE IS GOING TO DELIVER 
A SPEECH AND REMAIN UNTIL MONDAY/teuST SIXTEEN, SIXTYFIVE/KIN6 S^ HE 
THOUGHT HE WOULD HE WOULD MAKE A STATEMENT TO THE PRESS ON THE LOS 
ANGELES RIOTS UPON HIS ARRIVAL AT SAN JUAN AIRPORT AND WANTED RUSTINS 
OPINION ON THIS MATTER. ‘AFTER* SOME DISCUSSION RUSTIN STATED THAT HE 
FELT KING-S STATEMENTS SHOULD MAKE THE FOLLOWIN G POI t 


ek; 


'AGE ONE 

( 


I 




) 


r / 


9S 


NOT ORDKc r 


14 


AUG 19 1905 



sT ^/(8 


.jr L ft 






ortcsinal filed in 
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PAGE TWO 

ONE. THAT VE DEPLORE RESORTING TO VIOLENCE., NO MATTER VHO IS 
ENGAGED IN VIOLENCE IT IS WRONG AND SOCIALLY DISTRUCTIVE. 

TWO. THAT WHILE WE DEPLORE VIOLENCE, WE ALSO DEPLORE THE CONCENTRATION 
OF THE GHETTO LIFE WHICH LEADS , WITH THE ABSENCE OF JOBS, BAD EDUCATION 
AND SLUMS, TO THE HOPELESSNESS AND DISPAIR WHERE THE NEGRO YOUTH 
OUT OF THESE CONDITIONS THEY FEEL THAT THEY HAVE NO STAKE IN AMERICAN 
SOCIETY. /RUSTIN SUGGESTED UNDER THIS POINT THAT KING MAKE REFERENCE 
TO PRESIDENT JOHNSON-S CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN NOVEMBER ON THE WHOLE 
GHETTO AND FAMILY LIFE BY STATING THAT HE HOPES NEW AND STIRRING IDEAS 
WILL EMERGE FROM THIS CONFERENCE TO DEAL WITH THIS PROBLEM./ 

THREE. THAT RIGHTLY OR WRONGLY, VHETER OR NOT THERE WAS IN FACT POLICE 
BRUTALITY IN LOS ANGELES, ALMOST EVERY NEGRO IN EVERY FAMILY HAS AT ONE 
TIME OR OTHER FELT THAT HE HAS BEEN MALTREATED BY THE POLICE. THEREFORE, 
IN ADDITION TO THE SOCIAL PROBLEMS, IN EVERY CITY THERE NEEDS TO BE A 
CIVILIAN REVIEW BOARD. THIS BOARD IS TO PROTECT THE POLICEMAN WHEN HE 
IS RIGHT AND TO PROTECT THE CITIZEN WHEN THE POLICEMAN IS NOT RIGHT, 

UPON HEARING THE ABOVE POINTS KING STATED, "GOOD. I WAS THINKING 
IN THAT GENERAL LIGHT. IT-S REALLY BAD ISN-T IT." RUSTIN SAID"IT-S 
TERRIBLE."^ ^ _ 

5C7H KINGJ^ND RUSTIN STATED THAT THEY HAD BEEN ASKED TO J 


END Pr,^E TWO 



PAGE THREE 

COME TO LOS ANGELES TO HELP SUPPRESS THE RIOTS BUT BOTH FELT THEY WOULD 
NOT BE ABLE TO BE OF MUCH ASSISTANCE AS THE SITUATION HAS DETERIORATED 
TO SUCH A POINT WHERE IT WAS A JOB FOR THE NATIONAL GUARD, KING AND 
RUSTIN SPECULATED ON WHETHER OR NOT THEY WOULD BE OF ANY HELP 
AFTER THE RIOTS HAD BEEN QUELLED.' fr 
END 
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Re New York teletype dated ^14/65, captioned, 

■iIhkino'^ 1 


"COMINPIL SCLC an d MARTIN LUTOEfHKINQ*\ reporting a conversation 
which took place betweerTSTANIZYllviSON and DORA MC DONALD, 

The conversation dealt with KINQ's position on Vietnam. 

Enclosed are ten copies of a letterhead memorandum 
reporting Information contained In captioned communication; 
two copies are enclosed for Atlanta and one copy Is enclosed 
for the Information of Birmingham. ^ O 3 
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Bureau (100-438794) (Ends. 10) (RM) J0Cr/6(^‘ ) 
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New York 100-1537 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
FUe iVo. 


Bureau 100-438794 


New York, New York 
August 17# 1965 



Re: Communist Infiltration of the Southern 

Christian Leadership Conference (SCLc) 
Internal Security - C 


On August 13# 1965# a confidential source, who has 
furnished reliable Information In the past, furnished information 
which disclosed that Stanley Levlson and Dora McDonald 
(Secretary to Martin Luther King, President of the SCLC), were 
in contact on two occasions on that date. According to-the 
source, McDonald related to Levlson that King desired him 
(Levlson) to prepare the answers to twelve questions dealing 
with Vietnam which were put to him (King) by the "New York 
Times". McDonald said the "Times" Inquiry was precipitated 
by King’s recent statement on Vletnam.p^’ 

The "New York World Telegram and Sun", 

August 13# 1965# page 2 , contained an 
article cc^ptloned, "Dr. King Urges 
Vietnam Talks", The article notes that 
King, while addressing the convention 
of the SCLC (held in Birmingham, Alabama, 

August 9 - 13 # 1965)# urged opposing sides 
In the Vietnam conflict to negotiate and 
end the struggle’s cycle of "mistrust, 
violence and war'^tTO^' 


According to the source, Levlson furnished to 
McDonald the answers to the twelve questions which she had 
given him, and they were as follows: " # - 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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Re; CoromunlBt Infiltration of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
Internal Security - C 


Question: In his statement. King noted several peace 

organizations had approached him regarding 
Vietnam. What specific peace groups are they?'. 

Answer: Among others. National SANE, Women Strike for 

Peace, Student and Faculty Group in Berkeley, 
California, (p 

Question: What is the text of the letter King is sending 

to President Johnson and Ho Chi Minh? 


Answer: 

Question; 

Answer: 


When the text is finalized, a copy will be made 
available, ^ 

How will the letter be sent? ^ 

These details have not been planned as yet.' ^ 


Question: Should the United States stay in Vietnam if South 

Vietnamese ask us to leave 

Answer: I believe we would have no moral or Juridical 

basis for remaining if a sovereign government 
demands that we leave its territory.'^ 0 

Question: Can he be more specific regarding his attitude 

on escalation of the war?C^ ' 


Answer: 


Question: 


Answer; 


Escalation is e^ressed in so many degrees and 
is related to escalation on the other side so that 
I can discuss It only in concrete terms. It is 
iii5)03sible to generalize.V. ^^ 

King said he is not blaming either government for 
the war. Who is to blame?” ^ 

There is blame on both sides because each has 
made responses too readily through means of violence 
without an earnest search for reduction of violence. 

I am encouraged by the restraint President Johnson ^ 





Re: Communist Infiltration of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
Internal Security - C 


has manifested both In action and in wordlB and I 
believe the exercise of restraint will ultimately 
lead faster to constructive negotiation than will 
the flexing of the muscles of military power 
which the whole world knows we possess in 
terrifying abundance*r' ^ \ 

Question: What specific proposals would King have to make? "Ctr 


Answer: 


I have not formulated specific proposals for 
ending the war and I am not sure I have competence 
in that area. ^ 


Question: 


Answer: 


Is King seriously thinking of going to Vietnam and 
under what circumstances? ^ 

I have no plans to go to Vietnam, J 


Question: Will King's letter also be sent to the United Nations 


Answer: There are no plans for a letter to the United Nations 

because it is not a combatant nor an ally of any 
combatant. This does not imply it has no role. 

Its role is substantial but different, 


Question: 


Answer: 


Question: 


Will King contact United States officials regarding 
his plans, that is. Governors, Senators, 

Congressmen or Diplomats? ^ 

I have no body of plans which could be the subject 
of discussions. I am e:q)ressing a point of view 
which will be self explanatory and I sincerely 
hope useful for those who have the responsibility 
to make plans. ^ 

King states he is following a path of non-violence, 
but Reverend James Bevel recently made statements 
indicating he is more militant. Can King 
reconcile this and is Bevel speaking for the 
SCLC or as an individual? p 




( 



- ^ r, 


Re: Communist Infiltration of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
Internal Security - C 


Answer: The emphasis James Bevel places on peace activity 

in relation to civil rights activity differs from 
mine because I am not presently proposing any 
change in the direction or the character of our civil 
rights work. He has the right to express his 
analysis and has done so,^ ' 

Question: Reverend Bevel stated the civil rights movement is 

legislated out of business. Will King comment on 
this? ^ 

Answer; I do not agree with James Bevel's view that the 

civil rights movement has been legislated out of 
existence. We still have so far to go I cannot 
see the end of the road even now, I see the 
need for a multiplicity of additional legislative 
reforms which will take years of struggle fully to 
achieve, ^ 



It is noted that James Bevel is Field Secretary 
of the SCLC.'fv. 
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Re New York teletype to Bureau, dated 8/14/65* captioned ^ 
i"MflnTTM LUTHER KINO, JR.# SM-C”, which concerned a conversation v 
IbtTlJween STANLEY LEVISON ajnA DORA MC DONAID regarding the rioting ^ 
In Los Angeles; New York teletype captioned, ^MARTIN LUTHER KING 
fane RACIAL SITUATION, LOS ANGELES", and New York teletype captioned 
HcominpiL SCLC", 8 / 15 / 65 , both of which concerned KING'S position ^ 

' dn the rioting, ^ 

Enclosed are ten copies of a letterhead meiDorand\iin p 

>j V reporting Information In referenced cwnmunlcatlons; two copies ^ 

V enclosed for the Information of Atlanta and one for the 4 

< ormatlon of Los Angeles, C U g 
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(1 - 100 - 5586 ) (martin LUTHER KING, JR.) 


wov 


1 - Los Angeles (End, 1) (info) (RM) 
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1 - New York ( 1 OO-IIII 8 O) fSTANIEY LEVISON) ( 
1 - New York IOO-I 36585 ) (MARTIN LUTHER KING 
1 - New York 100-148289) (HARRY WACHTEL) (42 
1 - New York (100-153735] 


STANI^ LEVISON) (42) > 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.) (42) 

HARRY WACHTEL) (42) 

42) yr ^ 




JMK:grad 

(13) 




^ «r 4“*»v'. 


:: AUG 1965 




4-750 (2-7-79) 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOlPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 




Deleted under exemption(6) 
material available for release to you. 


Uil 


with no segregable 


CD Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

CD Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

CD Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies)_ 

_ __ » was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agGncy(ies); _ 

__ as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBL 


Pag 0 (s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


1 I For your information: 



XXXXXXXXXXXXXKXXXXX 
X DELETED PAGE(S) \ 
^NO DUPLICATION FEE x 
X FOR THLS PAGE X 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 


XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


FBl/DO 








UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


tn Kep/j, Please Refer to 
FUe A'o. 

Bureau 100-442529 


New York, New York 
August 16, 1965 



Re: Communist Influence In Racial Matters 
Internal Security - C 


On August 13 j 1965# a confidential source, who has 
furnished reliable Information In the past, advised that Dora 
McDonald (Secretary to Martin Luther King, President, Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, SCLC) and Stanley Levlson were 
in contact on that day concerning the rioting in Los Angeles, 
California. In that regard, McDonald said King had been 
contacted by a radio station in Los Angeles, who urged that 
he Issue a statement appealing to the Negroes to end the rioting. 
She said that King, In turn, had requested that she contact him 
(Levlson) and request that he prepare a statement dealing with 
the matter. According to the source, Levlson pref)ared the 
following statement: 

"I know that you have grievances that are hard to 
live with - I know that any Negro can reach the end of his 
patience and want to strike out and strike back. But It Is 
not courage nor militancy to strike out blindly. Our enemies 
have always hoped that we would lose our heads and riot against 
the guilty and innocent alike. This enables them to argue 
that we haven't decency or good sense. I speak to you as one 
who had to march with other Negroes against guns, clubs, dogs 
and whips and who won victories over cruel and barbarous sheriffs 
and kJansmen, We won victories because we had a greater 
weapon - disciplineiJ cool heads, and iron determination not to 
provoke Into violence. Our adversaries have always known what t 
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Re: Communist Influence In Racial Matters 
Internal Security - C 


to do when we lost our heads - It gave them a chance to beat 
our heads. They have never known what to do when we refused 
to be sucked into the trap of violence. 

"Tonight the whole world is watching you. If you 
want all America to respect you, if you want the world to 
know that you are men, put down your weapons and your rocks. 

Get a committee together to draw up demands. If you want my 
help I will sit with you and plan how to Improve your conditions, 

"Negroes in the South were not less oppressed than 
you and we have run Jim Crow from thousands of places without 
using a rock or a bullet. We made millions of white Americans 
sick and ashamed of their practices and by our discipline won 
many to our side. You are harming yourselves, not the 
re.^regatlonlsts. Tonight In the South, the segregationist Is 
delighted. He has made you lose your temper and for a few 
moments of emotional excitement and relief you are conducting 
yourself without reason, without a name and without a goal. 

You are not an army of Negro people if you fight without reason. 
Our people are not rioters and are not looters. Come back to 
our ranks where there Is room for honest courage and militancy,- 
where real and permanent victories have been won and will be won 
in the right way. c 6 

"The man who cools off, who puts down his weapon and 
stands up with only his body is the man of courage. Don't let 
us down here in the South. Don't discredit brave Negroes In 
Jails in Johannesburg, Don't set yourself back. You can still 
win a great victory by halting the fighting because there is 
more honor and dignity in looking the other side squarely In 
the eye and demanding your rights than there is In struggling 
in blind fury. In the name of brave Negroes who have died in 
the South over the past ten years of bitter struggle, I appeal 
to you to end the hostilities so that together we can march 
forward for real gains for our people everywhere"." ^ 

A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised on August l4, 1965 j that 
Bayard Rustln (organizer of the March on Washington), 
and Martin Luther King were In contact on that date. Their 
contact, according to the source, dealt with the rioting In 
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Los Angeles. King told Rustln that he was on his way to 
Puerto Rico to deliver a speech, and that upon arrival he would 
issue a press release dealing with the situation in Los 
Angeles, therefore, wanted Rustin’s suggestions on the matter. 
Rustin su^ested to King that the following points should be 
CCntained * in any statement to the press:^|p j 

"That we deplore resorting to violence no matter 
who is engaged in the violence because it is wrong and socially 
destructive. That while we deplore violence, we also deplore 
the concentration of the ghetto life which leads, with the 
absence of Jobs, bad education and slums, to the hopelessness 
and despair where the Negro youth, out of these conditions, 
feel that they have no stake in American society". Rustln 
suggested in reference to that point, that King make mention- 
of President Johnson’s conference scheduled to be held ' . - 
Jn November,,I’^S,which will deal with the whole ghetto ana 
1 amily life problem, by stating that he hoped new and stirring 
ideas would emerge from the conference,r' 4 .' 

In continuing his suggestions, Rustln said that 
King should point out that, "Rightly or wrongly, whether or 
not there was, in fact, police brutality in Los Angeles, 
almost every Negro in every family has, at one time or another, 
felt that he has been maltreated by the police; therefore, in 
addition to the social problems, in every city there needs to 
be a civilian review bo£ird. This board is to protect the 
policeman when he is right and to protect the citizen when 
the policeman is not right".C ^ 

King and Rustln both remarked that they had been 
asked to go to Los Angeles to help suppi*esB the riots, but 
bothqjlned that they would not be able to be of much assistance 
since the situation had deteriorated to such a point that it was 
a Job for the National Guard. They ended their contact 
by speculating on whether or not they would be of any help 
subsequent to the riots. 

The same confidential source furnished information on 
August 14, 1965 , which disclosed that Rustln and Roy Wilkins 
(Executive Secretary of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, NAACP) were in contact on ^ 
that date concerning, among other things, the rioting ln^_^ 
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Los Angeles, In that regard, Rustin said a number of Ministers 
in Los Angeles, who had done nothing (to end the riots), were 
putting pressure on King to come to Los Angeles to aid in 
quelling the riots. Rustin said King was going to Puerto'^ 

Rico to speak, but had airline tickets to travel to Los Angeles 
on his way back from Puerto Rico. Rustin said King would do 
nothing but create more confusion and embarrass himself if he 
went to Los Angeles. Wilkins concurred, adding that if King 
did go to Los Angeles, he would be regarded as an emissary 
sent to quiet the rioters. 

The source advised on August 14, I 965 # that Rustin 
and Harry Wachtel were in contact on above date. During their 
contact, Wachtel spoke in regard to the rioting in Los Angeles, 
stating that he was not unhappy because the "power structure 
acts as if they are only dealing with King and they are not^yar^ 
dealing with guys who are easily incited, who live in 
stinking conditions", Rustin said he had dissuaded King 
from going to Los Angeles at this time. ^ 
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In ’*Th’, Srtiirdny '’'yerlnj:; Post”, Issue of July 11- 
15, 19 ii, pegc 76, Bryord rtustin is the subject 
of ^ fentur," article crptionod: "The Lone Wolf 
of Civil x^i hts”. In it, iiuotln is said to 
h-^ve cornc to Kv.-w ’iork in 1933, as nn orjinnlzer 
for the Youn.-;: Corar.unist L< (ICL), and as 

Eurh, he- hrd the Joo of rccruitin.; students for 
the; "Pe.rty”, J\irth-err.ox’e, th-". article reports 
ti;''t. durine his first years in Pev: York, liustin 
e'evc aiost of his ornini.s to the ‘’Party". He 
rrport’, dly ] -ft the "Party" in 19ul, the article 
StOt-fS,- 'j 

Th' -CL tiec r: G. si: not'-.i pursuant to 
Ee.' cutiv;, Crd'-r lOixSC',' 

Th .- "O’ ilv -fork-rr", Fcoruary 11, 1957, pas^ 1 
colu...;i 2, repoi tod thot Inyor-a .lustixi, Lxecutiv'c 
6-CT' t'-ry, 'J-er i<f sisters Lea, iio, v!>. s on ooscrvci' 
-;'-t It t’x !'-’'!tlonal COxtv ntior: of tnc 

Cor.;iur.ls t Party, Un'tod St:t's of A-e'ricn 
(CP, h'S:'.), h-id in /-ei-j York Cloy, on 

^ejrv.ary v-l^T, 195?. 


Th'. '’D''lly ’.orkor’’ v.'os ''n Lost Coast Comnunist 
pu.'-lic':tior; until it coosrd pu >1 ic'.-tion on 
Jar.u.-.ry 13, 1953. . 








( 




Communist Influence In Haclol lUitt. :ts 


and soui ht his ndvlce os to how he could escope 
from a speaking enca^^.cment to whicn he v;cis 
committed. On the letter contact, Davis told 
Austin that he was vjorking on his request and 
had contacted friends who hod contacts ^Ith the 




"The IJc.w York Timos", August 2U, 196i^, paj^e 27, 
column , reports that Benjamin J, Davis, 
J^ational Secretory, CP, USA, died in I'few York 
City on the night of -nugust 22, 196i| i''* 
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Harry Wachtel is the Executive Vice 
President of the Gandhi Society for Human 
Rights, 15 East 40th Street, Ne;v York, 

New York. Ke resides at 29 Sp3-it Rock ^ 

Drive, Kings Point, Long Island, New York»^\3 3 



A characterization of the National Lawyers 
Guild la attached hereto* 0 



With respect to the Gandhi Society for H\Jinan 
Rights, It Is to be noted that this organization Is an 
adjunct of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC),of which Martin Luther 
King, Jr,, is the president, and serves to 
raise funds for the SCLC.^ 
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NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD 

The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications/' revised and published as of Decerrber 1 
1961 , prepared and released by tne Corri: Ittee on Un- 
A-'erlcan Activities, United States House of Represent 
atlves, Washington, D.C., contains the following 
concerning the National Lawyers Guild :X;; 

"National Lawyers Guild r q 

"1- Cited as a CoiriT.unlst front. 

(special Conrr,Ittee on Un-Arerlcan 
Activities, House Report 1311 on the 
CIO Political Action Co>nri:irtee, 

March 29, 19^^, p. 1^9.) /-'.O 

"2. Cited as a Communist front which 'is 
the foremost legal bulwark of the 
Communist Party its front organizations, 
and controlled unions' and which 'since 
Its Inception has never failed to rally 
to the legal defense of the Communist 
Party and Individual members thereof, 
including known espionage agents.' 
(Committee on Un-A erlcan Activities, 

House Report 3123 on the National 
Lawyers Guild, September 21, 1950, 
originally related September IJ, 1950.)''7 ’' 

"3- 'To defend the cases of Com.nunlst 

lawbreakers, fronts have been devised 
making special appeals In behalf of civil 
liberties and reaching out far beyond the 
confines of the Comr.unlst Party itself. 
Among these organizations are the * • * 
National Lawyers Guild. V^hen the 
Communist Party itself Is under fire 
these offer a bulwark of protection.' 
(internal Security Subcommittee of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, Handbook 
for Americans, S. Doc. 117/ April 23, 

195^, p. 91-)" •' 


Con: tirii.!t 
Into null 
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FD-l* U-13-56) 


i 


F B I 


Dote: 8/13/65 


Transmit the following in 
AIRTEL 


Via 


(Type in plain le»l or code) 

AIRMAIL 


(Priority or Method of Mailing} 


SSf-WT/ONCONu 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA 

SUBJECT: COliINFIL OF SCLC 
IS - c 

Atlanta file 100-5718 
Bureau file 100-438794 

c 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, 
SH — C 

Atlanta file 100-5586 
Bureau file 100-106670 


Re New York airtel and Letterhead Memorandum 
captioned "COMINFIL OF SCLC, IS - C” dated 8/10/65. 

Enclosed for the Bureau is the original and i 
copies and for Birmingham and New York 2 copies of a 
Letterhead Memorandum. 

freferred to in the enclosed 
Letterhead Memorandum is an SAC contact of the Atlanta 
Office and voluntarily furnished the information set 
forth therein to SAC, Atlanta on 8/13/65. 


TAINED 







/ 


/4 }- Bureau (Enc. 9) (RM) 

(3 - 100-438794) (COMINFIL OF SCLC) 

100-106670) (MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.) 

2 - Birmingham (Enc. 2) (RM) / 

2 - New York (1 - 100-149194) (Enc. 2) (RM) 

(1 - 100-136585) ^ WOT -Miwjinp 

Atlanta (1 - 100-5718) (COMINFIL OF SCLC) 150 AUG 2n 
(1 - 100-5586) (MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.) ^ '^65 

(10)^*”^ •“ 


2 - 


^oordbd 




^ 5 19 6 5 


Special Agent in Charge 


Sent 


.M Per 


ORIGINAL FILED IN 




4-750 (2-7-79) 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOlPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


c? 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 



Deleted under exemption(s) _ 
material available for release to you. 


h ^(i}) 


with no segregable 


d! Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

I I Infonnation pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

I I Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies)_ 

_, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); - 

_as the infonnation originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


1 I For your information: 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

rr/ //■ c . x7V ^ ' ' ■ A ->- 
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xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 
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X NO DUPLICATION FEE x 
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XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
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TO 


(Rev. 7-18*631 

^TlQMA^ fO*** MO to 
MAV I**} |0lt>O>« 

0 >* OtM «t 6 MQ ty 


t'M I'EI) STATES Gol ERNMENT 

Memorandum 


i 


The Director 


IM I L 


/ 


v 


FROM N. p. Callahan 


SI BIKC I jhe Con3!€'r.r.)ona! Record 


Pa^cs 18724-13725. Cons'ressnian Cramer, (R) Florida, 

» spoke concerning a ieticr directed to Ike conlerees of the voting rights bill 
j ii'om Aitorney General Katzcnoacii in connection witli the poll tax provision, 
i I ; placed a copy of the leiier in the Record. Th^letter refers to a discussion 
j 1 Ijotwocn tiie Attorney General ana .yfariin Luther ^ng . IVIr. Cramer stated 
i f very deeply the Attorney General's in-ection of a t’nird party's 

j j views inlo tne contercncc i.t.eniionally, in a supersecrei fashion, which 
j unquestionably imluencecl the conferees, at least in my opinion, on this question. 

~ “ Certainly llie public is entitled to .enow, as is the Congress, how such a 
Irevorsal came about, and I, for one, refuse to be muzzled at the direction of 
■the Attorney General on any letter or any other matter that I believe to be 
< I 'properly wititin the public domain. " 


Va'C.'''- 

r 


.'Tc la 


[conJ, 

A 




-'/Cv 




•, tr.e original of a rr.en.orar.durr, ciarnonc'i and dated as atove, the Congressional 
ecord for y ^ reviewed and pertinent iletr.s were 

arked for the Director's attention. Thin loir:, nas keen prepared in order that 
ortior.s of a copy of tr.e original rr.ernoranduit rr.ay oe clipped, mounted, and placed 
-1 ar.p'opriate Puieau case or suLjecl n.attcr files. 





c tee V. ClAiVEi'.CE 

(uJsj-AC.; n.C.) CIVIL ACTIO.: ELL'-i:... 70-11 

c-’FISTIAM LFA.DE.;S:nr CONFpLVCE (SCI C) 

SOUii:LMW (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 

V. CLAFEI'.Ci:. 

CIVIL actio:-: 76-1I06 
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